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Sometimes……it pays to procrastinate…… 

I had not yet put pen to paper on any Moderator notes for the September Beacon when I walked into our church service 
last Sunday.  I had thoughts running around in my mind and from varied conversations, emails, and meetings about how 
the church needs to somehow change to remain alive and well in our future faith journey. 

Rev. Craig Cowing was our guest preacher this past Sunday with the title of his sermon being  

Do Not Remember the Former Things. 

Talk about timing and the ability for God to put things right in front of us.  Craig’s words eloquently aligned to the 
thoughts and comments I recently had.  The sermon brings understanding to the weekly  scripture Isaiah 43:16-21, and 
relevancy to our current situation with the COVID pandemic, current political unrest, and I was able to plug our church, 
EGCC, into the lesson Craig was preaching. 

Instead of spoiling the sermon with my interpretation, I encourage everyone to go out to the EGCC website and take a 
listen.  If you were present at the service, or have already listened, I encourage you to listen again.  

We must let the past go, not to discredit the merit it served in its time, but to focus on the future and what we can 
continue to become as a church.  Our purpose doesn’t necessarily change; we are still called to receive the abundant life 
and love of God and to love our neighbors as ourselves.  With the power of the Holy Spirit, we will seek first the Kingdom 
of God by following and witnessing the life of Jesus Christ as disciples and serving our neighbors while equipping one 
another for ministry.  

HOW we align to our purpose; this is where the change will come to be. I found a relevant acrostic definition while 
spending time on the internet googling changes in the Church: 

Christ Has A New Gift Each Second – CHANGES - how exciting is it for us to have such a gift(s)! 
 
We all have Time. Talent, and Treasure available to serve in our purpose, God made sure of that.  Granted we are not all 
the same and have varying degrees of what we can offer, but I encourage that we all stand up and take responsibility to 
ensure our future as a Church; that future is now.   

There are many avenues to bring your ideas forward; as always you can reach out to me, Bill Bowers, or any member of 
our Council.  We welcome your input; in addition, Council has some thoughts on how to start taking those baby steps 
into our future and will be sharing with the entire Congregation in the coming weeks.   

I end with a sincere Thank-You to everyone reading; we are experiencing some challenging times, but we have been able 
to continue our Sunday Services through multiple and creative formats as well as maintain our presence in the local 
community.  

I can only imagine what the future will bring! 
Blessings  
Pam Turner, EGCC Moderator 
 



 

 

Southern New England UCC Conference – South Central Region Minister update 

 
A familiar face in the Hartford area has accepted a call to serve as the Area Conference Minister for 
the South Central Region: the Rev. Isaac Lawson will step into that role beginning Oct. 4. 
 

Rev. Lawson joins the Conference staff having previously served in a dual call as Associate Pastor at 
Immanuel Congregational Church and Communications Associate at the Center for Leadership and 
Justice (CLJ), both in Hartford, CT. 

At Immanuel, Lawson worked with the senior minister to lead the congregation on a journey of 
becoming an intentionally antiracist congregation. Through this vital work, over 40 church leaders 
completed intensive antiracism training, launched an antiracism task force, and a core group of 
leaders participated in a six-month Planting Racial Justice Activation Team training. 

Lawson says he is deeply committed to forming covenanted partnerships. He created a young adults 
ministry at Immanuel that frequently fellowshipped with the young adults at neighboring Center 
Church and he was instrumental in deepening Immanuel’s relationship with neighboring Faith 
Congregational Church.  Immanuel and Faith worshipped together via a weekly joint virtual Facebook 
Premiere Sunday service during the pandemic quarantine. 

“My thought was, why try to figure this out alone, when we can figure it out together with God’s 
help?”  Lawson said. 
  
At CLJ, Lawson said his main role was to tell the story. 

“It is one thing to pontificate about the significance of justice in a book study over coffee and snacks, 
but it’s another to BE with families living in hazardous conditions because the property owner is a 
career slumlord," he said.  "My heart broke witnessing mothers on the verge of breakdown because 
mice were biting and keeping their children up at night.  However, organizing with these mothers – 
backed by over 40 congregations from the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance (GHIAA) – to 
secure safer, sanitary housing for their families and kick three notorious slumlords out of Hartford 
brought faith to life for me!” 

"In the world of organizing, power equals organized money and organized people. The problems that 
we face are huge and take power, not just good hearts and well intentions, to solve," he said. 

"I’m excited and feel called to this position at this time to explore how together – in covenanted 
partnerships with one another and the power of the Holy Spirit – we do ministry that make space for 
justice to roll on like a river, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  I am excited to journey 
with our congregations as God works miracles through us in unimaginably bold new ways," he said. 

The Rev. Dr. Audrey Price, Executive Minister for Strategic Operations, said Rev. Lawson's "deep 
commitment to racial justice along with his impactful ministry at Immanuel Congregational Church is a 
welcomed addition to our Area Conference Minister team." 



 

"Rev. Lawson also brings experience in community organizing from his work at CLJ. This experience 
and connection to the community are beneficial components that round out and complete our fine 
ACM Team," she said. 

ACM Team Leader the Rev. Dr. Michael Ciba echoed that excitement. 

“Rev. Isaac Lawson brings many gifts to his new position, including a love for the local church, a 
commitment to justice, a pastor’s heart, and a love for the United Church of Christ," Ciba said. "He 
understands that, to be effective in ministry, the church must be engaged with its community and with 
the world.  His background in pastoral ministry, community organizing, and leadership will be an asset 
to the entire Southern New England Conference.  We are delighted to welcome him as our newest 
Area Conference Ministry and look forward to much fruitful ministry.” 

The South Central region includes the churches and clergy in the Central Connecticut, Farmington 
Valley, Hartford, Hartford East, Middlesex, New London and Tolland Associations. The Rev. Rhonda 
Myers has been serving there as Bridge ACM since the Rev. Tamara Moreland moved to local church 
ministry in the spring. 

Lawson currently serves on the Hartford Association’s Committee on Ministry.  He has a Master of 
Divinity from Union Theological Seminary, NYC, and a Master of Sacred Theology from Yale Divinity 
School.   

Prior to moving to Hartford, Lawson served as a minister of pastoral care at a local UCC congregation 
in Washington, DC, while simultaneously providing logistical and operational support for the South 
Asia Trade and Competitiveness Global Practice of the World Bank. Lawson hopes to bring lessons 
learned from years of being bi-vocational to his work with the Conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

         COUNCIL CORNER 
 
Greetings!  This monthly feature provides an overview of Council activities.  This is intended only as a summary.  If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact any of the Council members (listed below).  Minutes of our meetings are also 
available in the church office for your review. 
 
Summer Schedule – The church administration typically takes the summer off except for extremely urgent matters.  This 
year, the Council is continuing to meet on a regular basis as we work to get the church back on a “normal” footing given 
the state of our staff and the pandemic.  This month, we had our normal Council meeting and will meet again at the end 
of the month to review the year-to-date financial status of the church. 
 
Sunday School – The Spiritual Formation Ministry has been busy working on the upcoming start of the Sunday School 
year.  This includes a scaled-back Rally Day to be held on the first day of Sunday School – September 19.  Plans are still 
being finalized, but it will likely include ice cream treats in lieu of the cookout we have had in the past.  These changes 
are being made due to the pandemic.   
 
DCE Search – SFM continues to work on the updated job description for the new DCE.  This retooled job description is 
focused on leading Sunday School and is now in review by the Council.   
 
Designated-Term Pastor Search – The Council plans to discuss potential alternate pastoral models due to the general 
lack of interest we are getting for candidates for our current job description.  These discussions will start at the next 
Council meeting in conjunction with the year-to-date financial review. 
 
Meanwhile, the effort to search for a new Designated-Term Pastor continues.  The search team interviewed a candidate 
earlier this week.  No information is available yet as to the search team’s interest in the candidate, or the candidate’s 
interest in us.   
 
COVID Guidelines – We reviewed the current COVID guidelines and decided to stay with the current CDC and state 
guidelines, without modification.  We are now recommending masks for all indoors but leaving it up to the individual 
choice for vaccinated individuals.  Non-vaccinated individuals are still required to wear masks and maintain social 
distancing.  These guidelines have been communicated to both AA groups that are now actively meeting again. We 
continue to monitor this situation, including any potential state / town action that might be more restrictive than the 
CDC guidance.   
 
Virtual Bingo Fundraiser – The Council reviewed plans for the upcoming virtual bingo fundraiser being put on by the 
Gatherers.  This will be held via Zoom on October 2.  Look for more information on this event from the Gatherers. 
 
Next Council Meeting – August 30 at 7:00 PM via Zoom 
 
 
 
Pam Turner Moderator Gayle Wilcox Abundant Life (co-chair) 
Bill Bowers Vice Moderator Karen Rhodes Abundant Life (co-chair) 
Gene Wilmot Treasurer Adah Dionne Human Resources 
Carl Pitney Spiritual Formation (co-chair) Judy Goff Missions and Outreach 
Kate Boyer Spiritual Formation (co-chair) Bill Hoerle Physical Resources 
Thelma Wilmot Worship and Caring Fran Pokorny Finance 

 



 

  
 Announcements 

 

An Updated Invitation to our monthly LECTIO DEVINIA Bible Study Group 

"WOW! I am beginning to believe that I can read the bible and hear it speaking to me. I always thought that only the 
minister could do that." 
"I found the different points of views of the group on the same scripture an eye-opening experience. It broadened the 
meaning of the scripture for me." 
"I couldn't wait to hear what the pastor emphasized on Sunday! The sermon expanded the meaning of the scripture 
even more, clarified some points, or added some interesting points to a meaningful discussion the group had already 
had on the topic." 
These are some of the comments of the group that has been meeting on Saturday from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM during a 
ZOOM meeting using the Lectio Divina bible study. We use the scripture that is going to be part of the sermon for the 
next day on Sunday. The group goes around in a sequence. No one is obligated to speak; anyone can pass.  
(ROUND 1) The group listens to the scripture reading for Sunday from one of the different interpretations of the bible 
(King James, Revised Standard, Living Bible, etc.) and then people respond by telling what word, phrase, or verse caught 
their attention (optional – can pass); reflection time – sit in silence and think about others’ reactions or take time to 
react some more yourself;  (ROUND 2) Listen to the scripture from another interpretation of the bible and people 
respond with what they feel God is saying to them or even what confuses them (optional – can pass); reflection time;  
(ROUND 3) Listen to still another interpretation of the bible verse and people tell what they feel the scripture is moving 
them to do (optional – can pass); reflection time;  (ROUND 4) Listen to a final reading of the verse from another 
interpretation of the bible and say a pray for the person who spoke after them in the round 3 (optional – can pass). 
As you can hear from the comments above, we have been surprised about the different ideas that the group has 
generated and been very interested in hearing what the pastor will say in the sermon on Sunday. It is not that we are 
trying to guess the "right answer”; it is that we are fascinated to learn how many different ways we now look at life's 
experiences from our study of the bible. These people, even though they lived long ago in a different culture, faced 
some very similar situations to ours today. Are we feeling and doing the same things or have we set a different course of 
action? Are we learning from them about life? 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Due to the holiday weekends/vacations occurring during the summer, we’ve made a few changes.  We 
will be back to the first Saturday of each month in October through December.  Once again in January, we’ll move to the 
second Saturday so as to avoid New Year’s Day!  

Please make note that we will be meeting on the following Saturdays: 

September 11th    -   October 2nd    -  November 6th   _ December 4th   - January 8th 2022   

Have a great safe summer and fall. We discuss the scripture(s) for the following Sunday. Call or email either 
Gayle Wilcox (860-653-2460/860-729-0992) gayle.wilcox@cigna.com  or Edie Doherty (919-448-4032) 
(Dohertye064@gmail.com) of your interest. They can answer any questions about the scripture study. We 
hope to hear from you 

 
             



 

 
  
TUESDAY BIBLE BOOK STUDY 

 
STUDY VIA UTUBE AS A FAMILY OR WITH THE BOOK GROUP 

The Tuesday Bible Book Study selects a book about some aspect of the bible or a part of worship (prayer, 
grace, relationship with God, etc.) to study chapter-by-chapter over ZOOM. Participants can be anywhere and 
still participate. We have started Walking the Bible by Bruce Feiler. 

PBS made an accompanying series of three programs.  You can find them on UTUBE.  They would make a 
great family night study and discussion OR you can join us at 1:00 PM on Tuesday as we go chapter by chapter 
each week through the book. 

Bruce was a non-practicing Jew who was a New York Times Bestselling writer.  He got a "nudge" to travel to 
the places where the bible gives enough detail or names that archeologists, anthropologists, or "word-of-mouth-
over-centuries" designated might be the locations of the bible stories. In Walking the Bible Feiler travels the 
first five books of The Holy Bible journeying to what may have been been Eden, Mount Ararat where Noah's 
ark may have come to rest, Abraham's journey from Ur to Shechem, the possible place of Sodom and 
Gomorrah's destruction, Jacob's journey to Egypt, Moses' escape to Midian, the Israelites' flight across the Red 
Sea (Reed Sea) and their desert journey, Mount Sinai where Moses received the Ten Commandments, Mount 
Nebo where Moses looks out upon the Promised Land, and many more! 

For Feiler the journey turns into a pilgrimage.  At each location he reads the story from the bible and talks to the 
people of the land. By the time he finishes, he has changed. He is a different person from when he 
started.  View the UTUBE PBS presentations or read the book to find out what happens to him. 

To join, contact Edie Doherty 860-658-1778 or Dohertye064@gmail.com.  Though we have started you can 
still join.  Every chapter is a new adventure, a new story 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Emmaus News 

 

As was shared last month, our last Emmaus Weekend was held in the fall of 2019!  Historically we have 
always had 2 weekends per year, for over 30 years.  We are hoping to hold an Emmaus Community Day 
during the fall of 2021.  We plan to bring the entire Community together for a day of worship, laughs, food 
– a “re-gathering” of sorts.  At this point we’re looking at a Saturday in November.   If health concerns 
preclude us proceeding this fall, at least we’ll have some ideas ready to roll once we are able to do so 
safely.  If you have served on Emmaus before and are interested in being a part of our work group (led by 
God, Our Father), we’d love to have you!  If you have never served on Emmaus, but are interested in 
bringing the love of Christ to teens, we’d love to have you!  Please feel free to contact Gayle Wilcox for 
details and/or with any questions 860-653-2460.  

 

“Fall In to Faith” - Saturday, October 23rd, 2021 

Our plans are “falling” into place for our annual “Fall In to Faith” Saturday retreat on October 23rd.  Pastor 
Pam Vollinger has agreed to lead us!!! We will focus on “gratitude.” The Retreat Team and Pam agreed that 
having our retreat virtually on Zoom would be the safest approach during this time of uncertainty Covid 
wise.  This also eliminates the hurdles of geographic distance.  Plan on a full day with time for fellowship, 
food and breaks.  The approximate time will be from 8:30 AM to 4 PM, including continental breakfast and 
lunch.  We are asking for a minimum offering of $25 to cover costs.  Scholarships are available (contact 
Gayle Wilcox 860-653-2460). 

Please put this on your calendars and stay tuned for more details as to how, what and where.  Check the 
October Beacon for more specifics.  Please contact Judy Saxton (860-688-7419) or Gayle Wilcox (860-
653-2460) with questions or to “sign-up.”  There will also be a conventional sign-up sheet on the church 
bulletin board.  Let’s Fall in to Faith together! 

 

Save these Dates – Friday, January 14th-Saturday, January 15th 2022 

We will once again have a January Retreat in 2022!  This retreat is for adults and teens alike.  Our time 
together will begin on Friday evening and include a full day on Saturday. It might be at the church.  It 
might be on Zoom.  It might be both.  As of now, we simply don’t know and need to be flexible.  

We’re going to leave you with a “cliff-hanger” until the October Beacon.  We’ll be welcoming back a friend 
of EGCC to facilitate our time together.  Read the October Beacon and find out who will be leading us!?!  

 

 



 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER 
 
 
An Update from the Treasurer 
 
As this article is submitted to the Beacon, September 1st is a week away.  Expenses and income numbers in 
this report are through July.  School has already begun for many and for the rest it’s only days away.  COVID 
continues to influence our lives more than we anticipated. 
 
Pledge fulfillment continues to be excellent.  Without a full staff our expenses for this year are low BUT we 
anticipate that there will be a full staff for the majority of next year.  Thank you to the many members who have 
continued to keep their pledges and donations up to date.  Our checking account balance remains adequate 
without needing to transfer Trustee funds.   
 
Through July Current Operations pledge and non-pledged income totals $108,400 (58% of the Budget).  
Current Operations Paid Expenses through July total $121,400 (42% of the Budget). 
 
Here are some of the significant costs of maintaining the physical plant and general operational expenses as 
well as the salary for the Office Admin, Organist, and Music Director. 
 
 Item     Expenses through July except as noted below 
 
 Electricity      $3,900  (through July 9th) 
 Fuel       $5,900  (through July 9th) 
 Cleaning Services     $4,000  (through June) 
 Snow Plowing and Lawn Mowing   $7,590  (through June) 
 Insurance    $19,350  (through June) 
 Telephones      $2,400 
 Water & Sewer        $750 
 Office Admin      $9,600 
 Organist      $8,060 
 Music Director    $11,400 
 
 Total     $72,950 
 
If you assume that 80 family units (pledge and non-pledged) support this expense it averages $130 per month 
per family unit.  As you can tell from these numbers, it takes significant income each month from the many who 
donate. REMEMBER – the salaries of the Christian Education Director and Pastor are not included in the list 
above.  Just adding a part time Pastor brings the monthly expenses over $240 ($2,880 annually).  I hope these 
financial facts provide a guideline to all of us as we consider our giving. 
 
The sanctuary air conditioner replacement is underway.  Trustee funds are paying the approximate $9,000 
replacement cost.  This is an example of the unbudgeted expenses that can occur each year. 
 
Stay safe.  See you in church! 
 
Gene Wilmot, Treasurer 

 



 

 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY  
 

                                    HANDS-ON MISSION PROJECTS AVAILABLE IN EAST GRANBY 

 

      Since several members of the congregation have been asking for Mission Projects which are hands-on, I have 
contacted Elise Cosker, the Social Services Supervisor for East Granby.  She has mentioned 2 things. 

1.  An upcoming project called "East Granby Care Day" will be held on Saturday, October 23, 2021.  It is a day anyone 
can join in to help the residents at Metacomet Homes and Higley Village to ready their homes for Winter.  The students at 
EGHS are invited, and Elise said a group or groups from the church could also join in.  I will continue to monitor this for 
more information. 

2.  The other project is an ongoing one called the Good Samaritan Program.  It involves helping out EG residents who ask 
for some type of help, whether a car ride somewhere, chores at their houses, etc.  It is monitored by Social Services, and I 
believe people can call and put themselves on a list as volunteers. 

Let me know if you have questions.  Judy Goff, (860)558-0747    

 

                                   THE GATHERERS 

 

Don't miss this one.  Go on EGCC FB page and invite your friends and family.  On 
Zoom, so anyone, anywhere can play along. 

Great Prizes - name brand handbags or $100 gift cards.  A fun evening! 



 

 
                

 
     Friend to Friend 

                            Food Pantry & Thrift Shop 
 

In September, the Food Pantry is looking for donations of bottled juice and laundry detergent. 
 
Thank you for all your help!   If you have any questions please feel free to contact Linda Wolfe our Friend to 
Friend liaison. 
 
Friend to Friend is looking for Volunteers to help work in the East Granby Thrift Store.  Proceeds from the 
Thrift Store go to help support the Food Pantry.  The thrift store hours are Tuesday and Saturday 10:00 am – 
2:00 pm and Thursday 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm.  
Please contact Sandy Landolina, 860-392-8362, if you are interested in learning more about voluntering for a 
shift. 
    

EGCCNS Preschool’s  
14th Annual Mum Sale UPDATE 

As you know, the East Granby Congregational Church Nursery School is having it’s 
Annual Mum Sale September 18th – 19th.  Due to the Covid 19 pandemic many of 
our church members are watching the Sunday service at home. The school is 
HEAVILY relying on pre-orders.  The pre-order sheet is in the August & September 
BEACON & Talk Turkey.  

ALL PREORDERS MUST BE MADE BY SEPTEMBER 14th.    

Debbie Paskiewicz would like to make it as easy as possible for our Church Family 
so she said, if it is easier for you to do an online order OR by phone, to call her at 
860-214-7986.  You can then pay when you pick up your order.     

The Nursery School very much appreciates your continued support of the school.  
And especially this year, they are relying on their fundraisers to help fund their 
programs!  



 

Worship & Caring Ministry 
 
                                                       News for September from the Worship and Caring Ministry  

                                                                                                     

September…. a month where we feel the seasons start to change…  

daily patterns change …. and we look ahead to new activities. 

Sunday worship 

September 5:   Rev Carla Dietz 

September 12: Rev Terry Schmitt      Communion this week 

September 19: Rev Mike Ader 

September 26: Rev Craig Cowing 

We love our Sunday volunteers… please help us out 
                                Lay Leader (materials can be provided) 
                               Greeter at the East entrance 
                               2 Ushers 
 
    Contact Bridget Bortz (bridgetbortzod@gmail.com) or Thelma Wilmot ( taweg46@gmail.com; 860 219-9272) 
 

 

Time to submit has been extended….. 

Memories for Mary Larew  

Mary will be ending her time with EGCC on September 1. If you would like to share a note of appreciation, a fond 
memory, a photo, a drawing…… please send it to Thelma Wilmot, taweg46@gmail.com or to the church office. We 
will compile a Book of EGCC Memories for Mary. 

Flowers for the alter:  There is a signup sheet in the church entry or you may contact Janet,  at the church 
office, Karen Short or Thelma Wilmot for more information 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the EGCC Church Council 
 

effective September 1, 2021 

       Masks will be required for everyone 

using the EGCC building.  

 From the EGCC Church Council 
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 Spiritual Formation Ministry!! 
 
 
 

Spiritual Formation Ministry Update 

 

VBS 2021-  Wonderful World!  Ms. Erin Led children in a fun filled week of online exploration of this wonderful world. 
Eighteen participants received materials including crafts, yummy snacks, and activities. We hope everybody enjoyed this 
week, and we hope to be back in-person for VBS next year. 

 

Sunday School Mission Project Reboot- Our Sunday School’s mission project was interrupted when Covid- 19 hit in 
March, 2020, but it is being resumed. Anyone who took a tag can contact the Nursery School Director, or may drop the 
donation for the Nursery School off in the Church Office. ....In addition, look to the NEXT month’s Beacon for more 
information from Ms. Lee (Director) and Ms. Suzanne (Teacher) on yet more items needed for the Nursery School. 

 

Rally Day in September -  Our previously scheduled Rally Day has been cancelled.  We will be registering church school 
students digitally this year. 

 

Sunday School Registration- Our digital registration form is available on Google Forms at  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Pe8M_43GGZwYiSXLoOZVC05qQlUkVGnh6H1Ya17WB54 

Please register your children whether you plan on being in person for Sunday school or not in the 2021-2022 school 
year.  

 
Take a look at the CEC   - Late in the spring the CEC had a thorough cleaning and organizing of most of 
the classrooms, nursery, and CEC office. This major task was undertaken by Sybil Pokorny who saw a need to 
clean and organize the rooms in readiness for our new Sunday school year with children, teachers, shepherds, 
and caregivers. Her husband, Fran, also gave many hours to the work. All rooms were cleaned and organized 
so that items needed for programming and activities could be easily found. The result is wonderful to see as 
each room beckons children and adults to enter and be a part of our Sunday school experience.  Spiritual 
Formation sends huge thanks to Sybil and Fran for their many hours of effort and love given to this endeavor.  

THANK YOU!    

 
 
 



 

 
 

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 
Dear EGCC Friends, 

As I prepared to write my final Beacon article, so many fond memories came to mind. You have always made me feel so 
welcomed and appreciated at EGCC. I do not take any of our time together for granted! 

What do I take with me, when I leave not only the state of Connecticut, but now, too, my role as Music Director of 
EGCC? 

First and foremost, I take my memories of EGCC’s fantastic ensembles. I am grateful for our joyful rehearsals full of 
laughter as well as music. I am thankful for the music we made together in worship that lifted our spirits. 

I also take with me many memories of you, the individual members of the church, and your unique gifts. Not only has it 
been delightful to get to know you, it has been inspiring to see how a small community can be so full of diverse talents 
and aptitudes, with each individual contributing something vital to the greater good. As I envision each of your faces, I 
recall moments that you brought something to EGCC just when we needed it – whether it was your sense of humor, 
your ability to organize, your leadership, your kindness, your real-talk, your problem-solving, your cooking – thank you 
for sharing those gifts with this community, and with me.   

I never would have imagined that I would leave my role at EGCC with the ability to make music videos from the comfort 
of a little homemade recording studio and editing suite in my attic, but, hey! Thank you for sticking with me and allowing 
me to practice those skills – a LOT – over the past year! 

Finally, I take with me an understanding of the love of God that I truly did not have before I met you all at EGCC. While, 
on the one hand, I will always (fondly!) remember the hard time the choir would give me when I programmed an 
anthem in Latin, I will also always associate my experience of EGCC with the piece “Ubi Caritas”. We sang the beautiful 
setting by Maurice Duruflé.  

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 

Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 

Exsultemus, et in ipso jucundemur. 

Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum. 

Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. 

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 

 

Where charity and love are, there God is. 

The love of Christ has gathered us into one. 

Let us exult, and in Him be joyful. 

Let us fear and let us love the living God. 

And from a sincere heart let us love each other (and Him). 

Where charity and love are, there God is. 

 

With much love, and with the expectation that we will see each other again one day (please come visit me in Minnesota, 
and someday I’ll come visit East Granby!), here I sign off for now!  Mary 



 

 

 

Friday Night Book Group 
 
The Friday Night Book Group is starting our new calendar this month and we are kicking things off with a great modern history book 
called "The Daughters of Kobani" by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon. This is an inspiring true story about Kurdish women warriors who 
took on the terrorists of the Islamic State in Syria and won. Rigorously reported and powerfully told, The Daughters of Kobani  shines 
a light on a group of women intent on not only defeating the Islamic State on the battlefield, but also changing women’s lives in their 
corner of the Middle East and beyond. With all that is going on in Afghanistan right now, this is a very timely story. So, come and join 
in with our merry band of book worms as we enjoy an evening of rich discussion and warm fellowship. Everyone is welcome and 
there is no commitment - you can join us once, once in a while, or regularly. You can sit back and just listen or you can share your 
thoughts freely. Our next meeting is Friday September 10th at 7:00 pm on the Zoom platform. If you’d like to participate, please 
contact Wendy with your email address so she can include you in the Zoom invitation. Hope to see you on the 10th!  

Please direct any questions about the book or the group to Wendy Bowers at fitwits@cox.net, or call/text 860-478-
0685.  

Friday Night Book Group Calendar 2021-2022 

September 10th: The Daughters of Kobani  by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon 
October 8th: Anxious People  by Fredrik Backman 
November 12th: Founding Mothers  by Cokie Roberts 
December 10th: The Women in Black  by Medeleine St. John 
January 14th: A Conspiracy of Decency  by Emmy E. Wermer 
February 11th: Poetry  
March 11th: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  by Rebecca Skloot 
April 8th: Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ’s Childhood Pal  by Christopher Moore 
May 13th: The Last American Man  by Elizabeth Gilbert  
June 10th: The Four Winds  by Kristin Hannah 
July 8th: Why Fish Don’t Exist: A Story of Loss, Love, and the Hidden Order of Life  by Lulu Miller 
August 12th: The Rose Code  by Kate Quinn 
September 10th: The Daughters of Kobani  by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon 
October 8th: Anxious People  by Fredrik Backman 
November 12th: Founding Mothers  by Cokie Roberts 
December 10th: The Women in Black  by Medeleine St. John 
January 14th: A Conspiracy of Decency  by Emmy E. Wermer 
February 11th: Poetry  
March 11th: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks  by Rebecca Skloot 
April 8th: Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ’s Childhood Pal  by Christopher Moore 
May 13th: The Last American Man  by Elizabeth Gilbert  
June 10th: The Four Winds  by Kristin Hannah 
July 8th: Why Fish Don’t Exist: A Story of Loss, Love, and the Hidden Order of Life  by Lulu Miller 
August 12th: The Rose Code  by Kate Quin 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
The EGCCNS Preschool’s 

14th Annual MUM Sale Fundraiser 

 

 
 

OR 
 
 
 

 
 

Pre-Order Your Bright & Beautiful  MUM Plants Now!! 
12”pots: 1 @ $20, 2 @ $36, 3 or more $16 each    8”pots: 1 @ $15, 2 @ $24, 3 or more $10 each 

 
Name:_____________________Phone:______________ 
 
12” pots: ____Rust/Bronze  ____Purple/Pink  ____Yellow  ____Red  ____White 
  8” pots: ____Rust/Bronze  ____Purple/Pink  ____Yellow  ____Red  ____White 
 
Please write the number totals in each color choice                                                                                                                                                         

                                                             Amount Enclosed $____________ 
Cash or Check - Make check payable to EGCCNS 

Send to: EGCCNS P.O. Box 390 East Granby, CT  06026 
To drop off at church office call Janet Tues.-Fri.  10am – 3pm  

860-653-2987 to make arrangements 
For more information or questions call Debbie   860-214-7986 

*All Proceeds Benefit the EGCCNS Preschool   *Thank You For Your Suppor 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Pre-Order your festive 8” or 12” plants 
by Sept. 13th to be sure you get your 

color choice!     Pick up at the 

East Granby Congregational Church 

Rtes. 187 and 20 

Pick up at any of the times to the right. 

Purchase plants at the 

East Granby Congregational Church 

Rtes. 187 and 20 

Saturday, Sept. 18th (9am-1pm) 

Sunday, Sept. 19th (12pm-2pm) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Staff  
Pastor:                                        TBD  
Christian Education Director: TBD 
Sunday School Teacher: Erin Schultheis 
Nursery Attendant:  TBD   
Music Director:   Mary Larew 
Organist:   Juliana Hall 
Administrative Assistant: Janet May 

Elected Leaders 
Moderator, Council Chair: Pamela Turner 
Vice-Moderator:   Bill Bowers 
Treasurer:   Gene Wilmot 
Income Recorder:  Dave Harrold 

Ministry Chairperson(s) 
 
Abundant Life:   Gayle Wilcox 
    Karen Rhodes 
Financial Resources:  Fran Pokorny 
Human Resources:  Adah Dionne 
Missions & Outreach:  Judy Goff 
Spiritual Formation:  Kate Boyer 
    Carl Pitney 
Physical Resources:  Bill Hoerle 
Worship & Caring:  Thelma Wilmot 
 
 
 

Expenses Recorder:  Betsy Mack 
 

Key Church Communication Facts 
Telephone:   860-653-2987 or 860-653-4966   Fax: 860-653-8187 
Office Hours:  10:00 a.m. – 3 p.m.    Tuesday – Friday   
Email   Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 

 Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
Web Site  www.egchurch.org   
Donations  Mail checks or click the donate icon on-line at www.egchurch.org   

    

Beacon Information 
The Beacon is published the 1st of each month by The East Granby Congregational Church (UCC). 
Beacon Articles are due on the 24th day of the month for the next publication. 
A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles and will be subject editing/formatting. 
Articles should be sent to Janet using the Office email address Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 

 with a copy to egccwebmasterCC@egchuech.necoxmail.com 
 

Meeting Information  
EGCC Ministry meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month. 
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month. 
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend. 

 
Volunteer Opportunities / Contacts 
Sunday Sanctuary Flowers:  On-line form www.egchurch.org/flower-donations 
Sunday Worship Teams   Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters  
 On-line form   https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bREwXvpbqu0amK1fKm23AXS7ByCsb3_8_EmrrBI7mgk/edit?usp=sharing 

Contact Bridget Bortz / Thelma Wilmot 
Tech Team Audio / Visual Support Sanctuary Sound / Camera / Web-Streaming 
Contact Dave Harrold 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


