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I pray that EGCC members, friends and all of you families are doing well at this time and looking forward to 
SUMMER!  In addition, Happy Father’s Day to all of the Dads/Dad figures in our midst!  This year we will 
have an even longer time to celebrate those Dads as Father’s Day and the Summer Solstice – aka the longest 
day/period of sunlight of the year all happen on June 20th!    

As I continue to write, it is hard for me to believe that we are close to reaching the midpoint of 2021.  Even 
though we have lived through what often seemed like endless days and months of COVID quarantine, our 
world has been continually changing and adapting. Just at EGCC our technical presence has increased by 
leaps and bounds; anyone anywhere and at any time (as long as they have an internet connection) can view 
our Sunday Worship Service!  Our church was able to figure out how to use available technology to hold a 
successful and informative 284th Annual Meeting; I was told by our Area Conference Minister that due to 
COVID this was not the case at many churches. Even though we may feel “ZOOMED Out”, we have been able 
to connect with those that would not have been able to even meet with us in person at EGCC!  We have 
adapted and learned how to do things differently allowing us to continue to serve our community through 
the food pantry, blood drives, and breakfast bag distributions as Mission and Outreach ministries.  Baptisms 
for our newest family members, Memorial Services for those that we dearly loved and a good-bye 
celebration for our DCE were able to be replanned to safely take place outside vs being traditionally held in 
the sanctuary/building.  Even our fundraising activities continued with a socially distanced rummage sale.  
We have been able to continuously provide a weekly worship service, weekly Sunday School sessions, check 
in calls, meal trains and of course many, many Prayers.  As we continue to search for a Pastor to lead our 
flock many of us have stepped up and stepped out of their comfort zone to ensure that as God called us to 
do, we continue to minister to one another.  We are The Church and I thank each one of you for the 
blessings that you bring to our ministry.  It truly takes a village. 

Some of the changes we have recently lived through will stay with us and continue to evolve while others 
may no longer be needed or relevant and dropped along the way.   

Many of the visible changes in our recent daily life have to do with the health and wellbeing of ourselves and 
those around us.  As I am sure most of you are aware, the CDC and individual states have begun relaxing 
COVID guidelines based on scientific data; decreased COVID positivity rate and increased availability of 
vaccines and the overall effectiveness of those vaccines.  We can be grateful, and at the same time 
cautiously optimistic, that the pandemic seems to be turning a corner.  

Let us be reminded of the importance of taking care of our bodies, from 1 Corinthians 6:19-20:  Do 
you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? 

 
And in the spirit of Philippians 2:4:  
“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others”. 



 

 

 

 

 

Practices such as frequent hand washing, availability and use of hand sanitizer and the cleaning of high 
touch surfaces after use make sense and will stay with us at EGCC.    

In alignment with recommended guidelines, the EGCC Council supports fully vaccinated individuals having 
the freedom to individually decide to mask or not mask while in our facility with encouragement to 
thoughtfully make this decision out of love and respect for others.  Also, please recognize that despite 
being fully vaccinated, many people are still uncomfortable removing their mask when around others.  This 
is understandable; even though we may not enjoy wearing a mask it has become somewhat of a security 
blanket and it may be difficult to get accustomed to removing them in pubic or seeing others unmasked in 
public.   It is impossible to know who has been vaccinated and who has not; maintaining distance and 
respecting the personal space of others (which for many has gotten larger over the past year-plus) when 
possible is encouraged.   

Unvaccinated individuals are required to wear masks and practice appropriate social distancing while at 
EGCC.   

We will continue to make our Sunday Worship accessible to all by offering both in-person as well as live 
stream for the foreseeable future. 

Please reach out to me or any Council Member with questions, concerns, or suggestions. 

In the spirit of our faith and our loving Lord, 

Pamela Turner 
EGCC Moderator 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Pastor Search 
 

 
 Church Leadership has met twice with SNEUCC South Central Area 

Conference Ministers to review our search status and next steps 
 Recommendation received is to tailor our search to a Designated Term 

Pastor vs. Intentional Interim Minister 
o Designated Term Pastor is called for a specific/longer period 

 Usually a 3-5 year term 
o Designated Term Pastor will be called to work with our congregation 

on specific goals that EGCC identifies 
o At the end of the term, if we so desire, EGCC can make a call to the 

Designated Term Pastor to remain with us as our Settled Pastor 
 EGCC Council voted and approved the recommendation to tailor our search 

to a Designated Term Pastor 
 A sub committee of EGCC Council has reviewed our current Pastor job 

description and made changes to align to Designated Term Pastor Role 
 Pastor job description will be reviewed / updated with Search Team in 

preparation for our next candidate interview 
 EGCC Council sub committee / Search Team will begin working on a 

Designated Term Pastor profile document which will provide more detail 
about our church to potential candidates 

 
These steps are being taken with faith that this approach will generate more 
candidate interest and engagement with our position.   
 

~At this time there are 27 UCC Pastor position listings in Connecticut~ 
 

Please continue to pray for all those involved in our search as they strive to seek 
God’s will and wait for our Pastor to join EGCC on our journey.   
 
Isaiah 40:31  
“The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.” 
 

 



 

 
Southern New England UCC Conference – FYI 

East Granby Congregational Church is part of the Farmington Valley Association which is made up of the 
additional following local churches:   

Avon Congregational Church, West Avon Congregational Church, First Congregational Church of 
Bristol, Congregational Church of Burlington, First Congregational Church of Canton Center, First 
Church in Hartland, Congregational, Granby First Congregational Church, Granby South 
Congregational Church, Congregational Church of Plainville, Simsbury First Church of Christ, 
Terryville Congregational Church, Unionville First Church of Christ 

 
As you can see from the map below, the Farmington Valley Conference is part of the South Central Region 
(pink section in CT).  All of the below noted areas on the map (6 areas) make up the Southern New England 
UCC Conference across Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts. 

 
Each Area in a conference has an Area Conference Minister.  The Rev. Rhonda Myers has recently assumed 
the position as our Bridge Area Conference Minister in the South Central Region. Please see Rev. Myers’ 
information below: 

Rhonda’s childhood love of Creation drew her to pursue a BS in Earth Sciences from Adelphi 
University, followed by a Masters Degree in Geology from the University of Michigan. Called to 
ordained ministry later in life, she earned a Master of Divinity from Andover Newton Theological 
School. Rhonda has served as the Pastor of United Congregational UCC in Torrington CT since 2009.  

Rhonda has held positions in the Litchfield North Association, served on the Board of 
Directors of the historic Connecticut Conference UCC, and has been a Synod delegate. She has been 
volunteering as a Chaplain and Dean at Silver Lake Conference Center since 2012, and currently 
serves on the SLCC Board of Directors. Rhonda provided sabbatical coverage for the Valley/NW 
Regional Minister of the CTUCC for several months during 2018.  

 
Rhonda recently completed Coaching For Clergy coursework with the second 

Together We Thrive cohort, and is seeking a professional credential from the International 
Coaching Federation. She is actively engaged in ecumenical racial justice education in her 
community. 



 

COUNCIL CORNER 
 
 
Greetings!  This monthly feature provides an overview of Council activities.  This is intended only as a summary.  If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact any of the Council members (listed below).  Minutes of our meetings are also 
available in the church office for your review. 
 
Director of Christian Education (DCE) – Leticia’s last Sunday with us was May 23.  Spiritual Formation also set up an 
opportunity for everyone to greet and thank Leticia for her service to EGCC.  Hopefully many of you had the 
opportunity to attend that and let Leticia know how much we appreciate her. 
 
The Spiritual Formation Ministry is putting short-term plans in place to maintain our CE programs in the summer and to 
plan for the beginning of the next school year.  Meanwhile, the whole Council is busy with determining the longer-term 
solution to ensure we maintain a strong CE program.  We invite input from any and all.  Please talk to a member of the 
Spiritual Formation Ministry, the Moderator, or Vice-Moderator if you have some input you would like considered. 
  
Interim Pastor Search – As reported last month, the Council has decided that we will be searching for a designated–
term pastor instead of a traditional interim minister.  We have been very busy putting the information for this updated 
search together.  We have now met with our Interim Area Conference Minister twice to progress this activity.  We are 
hoping that this designated-term model will raise the level of interest of potential candidates as we have not seen 
much activity to date.  The search team did interview one candidate since the last report.  The second candidate that 
was scheduled for an interview already accepted another position and withdrew his name from consideration.   
 
Regathering – We have entered the next phase of regathering with live music on two Sundays in May!  What a nice 
treat to have Juli back at the piano and the special duo that Mary got to perform on May 23rd.  Worship and Caring is 
continuing to look at plans for the service and we expect more live music through the summer. 
 
The Council is also reviewing the new state and CDC guidelines relative to the pandemic.  We will be discussing these at 
the next Council meeting to see if we can open up to more of our traditional practices for worship and other activities 
at the church. 
 
Outside Groups – We continue to talk with outside groups about resuming activities at the church.  The new state and 
CDC guidelines give us the opportunity to review the guidelines we have set for these groups with the hope that they 
can come back sooner than previously expected.  This will also be on the agenda for the next Council meeting. 
 
UCC Proportional Giving Model – The Southern New England UCC has distributed a new model for member churches’ 
contributions to the SNEUCC called Proportional Giving.  This is based on a proportion of budgeted income rather than 
on membership head count.  Council has voted to continue to support the UCC at the rate in the approved budget for 
2021.  This is in-line with the baseline set in 2020 for our proportional giving.   
 
Next Council Meeting – June 14 at 7:00 PM 
 
Greetings!  This monthly feature provides an overview of Council activities.  This is intended only as a summary.  If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact any of the Council members (listed below).  Minutes of our meetings will also 
be available in the church office for your review. 
 
Pam Turner Moderator Gayle Wilcox Abundant Life (co-chair) 
Bill Bowers Vice Moderator Karen Rhodes Abundant Life (co-chair) 
Gene Wilmot Treasurer Adah Dionne Human Resources 
Carl Pitney Spiritual Formation (co-chair) Judy Goff Missions and Outreach 
Kate Boyer Spiritual Formation (co-chair) Bill Hoerle Physical Resources 
Thelma Wilmot Worship and Caring Fran Pokorny Finance 



 

 
  Announcements 

 
"WOW! I am beginning to believe that I can read the bible and hear it speaking to me.  I always 
thought that only the minister could do that." 
 
"I found the different points of views of the group on the same scripture an eye-opening 
experience. It broadened the meaning of the scripture for me." 
 
"I couldn't wait to hear what the pastor emphasized on Sunday! The sermon broadened the 
meaning of the scripture even more, clarified some points, or added some interesting points to a 
meaningful discussion the group had already had on the topic."gayle D. B1UMM Wilcox< 
These are some of the comments of the group that has been meeting on Saturday from 9:00 AM to 
10:30 AM during a ZOOM meeting using the Lectio Divina bible study.  We use the scripture that is 
going to be part of the sermon for the next day on Sunday.  The group goes around in a sequence. 
No one is obligated to speak; anyone can pass.  During the reflections, the group (1) listens to 
different interpretations (King James, Revised Standard, Living Bible, etc.) of the bible reading, (2) 
tells what word or phrase caught their attention, (3) what they feel God is saying, (4) what they feel 
the scripture is moving them to do, and 
(5) say a pray for the person who speaks after them. 
 
As you can hear from the comments above, we have been surprised about the different ideas that 
the group has generated and been very interested in hearing what the pastor will say in the sermon 
on Sunday.  It is not that we are trying to guess the "right answer; it is that we are fascinated to 
learn how many different ways we now look at life's experiences from our study of the bible. These 
people, even though they lived long ago in a different culture, faced some very similar situations to 
ours today.  Would we or are we doing the same things or have we set a different course of action? 
 
INVITATION:  You can join the group.  WE have decided to continue the meetings every first Sunday 
of the month.  Starting May 1 from 9 to 10:30 AM we will meet to discuss the scripture for the 
coming Sunday. Call or email either Gayle Wilcox (860-653-2460) (Gayle C. 
B1UMMWilcox<gaylewilcox@cigna.com>) or Edie Doherty (860-658-
1778)(Dohertye064@gmail.com) and let one of them know. They will acquaint you with the 
process. We hope to hear from you. 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER 
 
 
An Update from the Treasurer 
 
Unbelievably, we’re now about 41% of the way through 2021 at the publishing of this 
Beacon.  Wow, summer will be upon us soon. 
 
The financial information presented here is at the end of April (33% of the year).  The 
numbers are rounded to simplify comparisons.   
 
Through April Current Operations pledge and non-pledged income total $63,250 (34% of 
the Budget). 
 
In addition to the pledge and non-pledge income values, a Match Challenge issued by Tom 
and Karen Short of $3,000 was exceeded by $900 for a total of $6,900.  Many thanks to 
the Short family and the 16 other family units that contributed to this challenge! 
 
Current Operations Paid Expenses through April total $74,250 (26% of the Budget). 
 
Here are some of the significant costs of maintaining the physical plant. 
 
 Item     Expenses through April 
 
 Electricity     $2,550 
 Fuel      $4,300 
 Cleaning Services    $2,000 
 Snow Plowing and Lawn Mowing  $5,850 
 
 Total     $14,700 
 
If you assume that 80 family units (pledge and non-pledged) support this expense it 
averages $46 per month per pledge unit.  Next month we’ll update this information and add 
some more categories. 
 
Stay safe.  See you in church! 
 
 
Gene Wilmot, Treasurer 
 

 

 



 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY  

SAVE THE DATE!!!!    OCTOBER 2, 2021 

The Gatherers are planning a zoom bingo game on the evening of Oct. 2, 2021.  
Lots of fun and prizes. 

 
     RUMMAGE SALE WRAPUP:  THE GATHERERS 

 
The annual Rummage Sale was a success this year.  We cleared $1,200. for the Gatherers 
Fund.   
 
With the help of many people, we were able to set up the CEC for the sale with all of the 
diverse items donated by our church family.   We had something for everyone.  Thank you to 
the Church Council for allowing us to run the sale.  Thank you to those who donated items, 
those who helped set up the sale, those who ran the sale on May 1, those who came to the 
sale and bought treasures, and those who helped clean up after the sale on May 2.  A special 
thank you to those who helped find new homes for the items left from the sale, such as Friend 
to Friend, Journey Home, the Nursery School, Friends of the Granby Library, and especially 
Carol and Ward Mathis for helping Peter and I put everything into one of the CEC rooms to 
allow the Blood Drive to proceed.  A huge THANK YOU to Kathy and Dale Mock for taking all 
of the remaining items to Goodwill.         Judy Goff 

              

 
     Friend to Friend 

                            Food Pantry & Thrift Shop 
 

In June, the Food Pantry is looking for donations of personal products and laundry detergent. 
 
Thank you for all your help!   If you have any questions please feel free to contact Linda Wolfe our 
Friend to Friend liaison. 
 
Friend to Friend is looking for Volunteers to help work in the East Granby Thrift Store.  Proceeds 
from the Thrift Store go to help support the Food Pantry.  The thrift store hours are Tuesday and 
Saturday 10:00 am – 2:00 pm and Thursday 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm. Please contact Sandy Landolina, 
860-392-8362, if you are interested in learning more about voluntering for a shift. 



 

 
Worship & Caring Ministry 

 
News for June from the Worship and Caring Ministry 

                       During the next month our guest pastors will be: 

                     June 6     Rev Terry Schmitt        Communion Sunday 

                     June 13   Rev Mike Ader 

                     June 20   Rev Craig Cowing 

                     June 27   Rev Carla Dietz            at 9:30 

Members of our bell choir will be performing on June 20….. come celebrate Father’s Day 

Summer Worship Service Time Change: 9:30 a.m. begins JUNE 27  

Updates for attending: mask wearing will be at the discretion of Vaccinated individuals.  

We do ask that you be respectful of each person’s choice and remember that children under the age of 
12 are not vaccinated. 

We will not be using an attendance sheet. 

As we continue to monitor all the guidelines W&C will make appropriate changes in seating. 

Fellowship: if you would like to visit after the service the Buttaro Room will be available. 
This will allow the hallway to be clear for those who are leaving directly from the Sanctuary. 
 
 
Please volunteer: Lay Leader (materials can be provided) 
                               Greeter at the East entrance 
                               2 Ushers 
  
    Contact Bridget Bortz (bridgetbortzod@gmail.com) or Thelma Wilmot ( taweg46@gmail.com; 860 
219-9272) 
 
Encouraging thoughts: EGCC is all of us working together…… we have consistently had a worship 
service every week thanks to the efforts of many members of our congregation,  we have many working 
behind the scenes to keep the building in use, the grounds looking wonderful, the CEC rooms being cleaned, 
organized and ready for use…… a Council and Ministries continuing to do the regular work and also 
searching for a new interim pastor…Janet in the church office compiling the bulletins, sending out emails and 
the Beacon…..I am thankful to God every day for the blessings he bestows on this church.   
 
                                         Thelma,  Chair Worship & Caring Ministry 



 

      

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Greetings, EGCC Friends! 

It is so good to feel the summer coming, and to experience the steps forward through this pandemic, that the 
distribution of vaccines has afforded us! I hope you are feeling a lot more hopeful, and able to enjoy some of the 
important parts of your life that were out of reach throughout this pandemic experience. 

I am feeling so much more hopeful about opportunities to gather with loved ones, to interact more normally with 
friends and acquaintances, and to make music!! Recently I enjoyed making my debut with a Slovakian rock band, 
called “Slovczech,” here in Minnesota…a very new adventure that puts me pretty far out of my comfort zone!  

Even though I am feeling generally more optimistic and hopeful, I find that my body and mind have learned a new 
heightened level of alert and anxiety than I was accustomed to before the pandemic. I’ve spent way too much 
time alone with my thoughts in my attic, laughing at my own jokes (or not!), and I frequently feel like I have to re-
learn how to “human.” Are you feeling that way sometimes? My usual approach to challenges is to remain pretty 
calm, but lately my mind races with anxious “what if” scenarios.  

Earlier this week, I was walking through my neighborhood and worrying about how I really don’t know how to play 
some of the songs we were going to be performing with Slovczech, and I am anything but a rock musician, and I 
really can’t find enough time to practice, and how am I ever going to be good enough to not embarrass myself, 
and do the other musicians in the band feel like I’m a fraud because I have advanced degrees in music and I can’t 
even play these songs…yadda yadda yadda….and then I walked by this sign – a flag in my neighbor’s yard. As soon 
as I saw it, my heart felt steadier and my mind felt clearer. 

Suddenly, I thought, what if I don’t worry about how far I am from mastering the music I’m playing in Slovczech – 
what if, instead, I focus on playing with love, and with loving that I have the opportunity to play music that is 
completely new to me, and to learn more about a culture, surrounded by kind people I would not have met 
otherwise? What if I focus on treating my fellow musicians in a kind and loving manner, and be more loving toward 
myself as I learn this extremely challenging music – which I actually also love? And my anxiety vanished. 

Now, did the anxiety vanish permanently? No! But, when I feel it returning, I think about the message on this flag 
and again I feel calmer, and I feel my relationship to myself, my fellow humans, and to music becoming re-
oriented. It has been so helpful to me that I walked back, some days later, to take this picture. 

It is my hope that this sign might offer you some comfort as you navigate whatever challenges are troubling you 
right now. And if you are not suffering with post-pandemic heebie-jeebies of the caliber I describe, first, kudos to 
you!! And second, I suspect you might just be let[ting] all that you do be done in love already! 

 

With LOVE,  

Mary                             “Let all that you do be done in love. – 1 Corinthians, 16:14 



 

 

 

Greetings Everyone, 

It is with a heavy heart that I announce that the time has arrived, when we will no longer be united by EGCC. 

I need you to know that all of my experiences have been used in one shape or form to continue to prepare 
me for the ministry that lies ahead. I am truly grateful for the opportunity that you provided me to serve 
God within your Children and Youth ministry (and more) at EGCC. I will carry each of you in my heart and 
you will remain forever in my prayers.  I leave you with one last invaluable devotional. This devotional is a 
little long, be sure to read it to the end it is worthwhile.   

I bless you East Granby Congregational Church, in the name of Jesus, AMEN. Love from, Leticia 

The Ladder of Humility  by Carol Bonomo                        

THIS FIRST STEP on the ladder of humility reminds me to remember God’s presence in my life all the time: Let him 
recall that he is always seen by God in heaven, says Benedict, that his actions everywhere are in God’s sight and 
reported by angels at every hour.  That’s a little too close to Santa Clause and his busy elves for my taste: “He knows 
when you’ve been sleeping, he knows when you’re awake, he knows when you’ve been bad or good, so be good for 
goodness’ sake!” …The Benedictine approach is more solid. [Sister Joan] Chittister breakers it out wonderfully in her 
analysis of what this forgetting of God’s presence gets us – not fewer presents under the tree, but less remembering of 
what lasts in this life, what matters. And because were not remembering God’s presence, we go looking for something 
to replace it with. “We make so many little things into little gods,” she says. Oh dear. And I thought they were just 
charming obsessions. One of my favorite little gods has always been time itself, the fourth dimension, and my attempts 
to manage it with organizers. A quick skim through my diaries reveals the embarrassingly small nature of my little, 
quirky god: January 7, 1990. Seven days into the decade and I have already changed organizers. This is typical behavior 
for me — I change organizers the way some people change underwear. March3, 1990. I bought myself another 
organizer, so I will be wildly re-copying information for the rest of the weekend. Third organizer of the year. They are 
marketed for the Control Freak Club, of which I am a charter member… April 30, 1996. Found the perfect organizer at 
the Chamber of Commerce board meeting. I lusted after it all 90 minutes of the meeting and never heard a word until I 
could rush up to its owner and ask where it came from. She told me. I told myself I would skip the retreat at the 
Mission I was going to sigh up for if only I could have an organizer that perfect. I told myself I would never ask for 
anything ever again if I could keep such an orderly, planned life as that organizer promised me…. 

 [My husband] Felix says he knows how I am about organizers, but he still can’t believe I would be willing to 
cancel God (my retreat) for a new Day Timer®. Where are your priorities, woman? 

 In database #2 of my organizer, I tell him…It was funny then, even to me. Now I’m using a Palm Pilot, a change 
in technology, not a change of heart. My priorities are still kind of asked. If I substituted “Christ” for “organizer” in a 
sentence. Would I lust to find him., ask the way from those who already new him, promise anything and everything if 
only I could have him in my life?...How can God even fit around the small gods we create, not to mention the 
theologically challenging issue of why he would want to? I am more willing to learn and follow Day Planner’s decrees 
than God’s commandments or Benedict’s Rule. But the first step of humility doesn’t say “obey time planner and 
schedule time for yourself.” …The first step of humility isn’t about us at all. It’s about God – obeying God, fearing God. 
So where was I going to find all his commands to remember and obey? My god of time management at least came with 



 

an instruction manual. I was at least open to the idea of obedience to God – but alarmingly fuzz on the details – when 
the oblate retreat came around. Abbot Antony arranged for several monks to give conferences to the thirty-five or so 
of us who showed up, and Father Martin was first of the docket.“Let me give you a quick overview of what God expects 
from each of us,” Father Martin began. “Please take one sheet and pass the rest behind you.” Like little kids, we took 
and passed, and my eyes grew big when I saw the title of his handout: “Growth in Holiness.” Father Martin’s point was 
that love is supreme and charity feeds love, charity is fed by the sacraments, prayer, self-denial, service, and the 
practice of all the virtues.“How do I know what the virtues are?” I asked, wondering if somebody else had lifted all the 
commands out of the Bible so I wouldn’t have to go searching. 

 “Good. Turn the sheet over. On the other side where it says, ‘A Traditional Catalog of Christian Living’ are all 
the commands to follow: the commandments of God, the precepts of the church, the corporal works of mercy, and the 
spiritual works of mercy.”  

 That’s not funny, God, showing up at my oblate retreat with an instruction sheet just one page long! All told, 
there are twenty-seven items in the catalogue, and none of them are particularly surprising (feed the hungry, comfort 
the sorrowful). If all I did was remember the ten commandments of God, and the Golden Rule of the Gospel…. That 
Jesus claimed as the all-embracing command, I’d have reached the first step of humility, and it would still be easier to 
remember than trying to live by St. Benedict’s entire Rule. But, as Jesus taught in parables, so I, too, find that a good 
story will remind me of what I need to remember in a way that a bullet-pointed list never does, if obedience to God is 
more than ourselves our bodies, our self-made gods and interpretations of higher powers, what is it? 

 Felix gave me the story after one of his trips to China. Once upon a time, he said, there was a rich merchant 
with four wives. The fourth wife was the youngest, the most beautiful, and the most loved. The merchant showered 
her with delicacies and beautiful robes. He loved his third wife very much and always wanted to show her off to his 
friends because she was so accomplished, but he was afraid she might run off with one of them. 

 The merchant loved his second wife, too, Felix continued. She was patient and wise, and always helpful in 
difficult times. His first wife was deeply loyal and devoted, but the merchant did not lover her, and scarcely paid 
attention to her, despite everything she had done for him over their long years together. The merchant fell ill and 
realized he was near death. Not wanting to be alone, he summoned his fourth wife to his side. “I loved you the best 
and gave you the fines,” he said. “Will you now follow me in death?” “Absolutely not!” she answered in a tone that cut 
like a knife into the merchant’s heart. She swept away without another word.  

 The merchant then summoned his third wife and said, “I’ve loved you a long time. Come with me in death.” 
The third wife laughed her tinkling, clever laugh and answered, “I’ll belong to someone else as soon as you’re gone.” 
The merchant’s heart sank and turned cold. His second wife was nearby, so he called her to his bedside. “You were the 
one I always turned to when I needed help and advice. I need your help again. When I die, will you follow me and be 
my companion in death?” 

 “I can’t help you with that,” his second wife said regretfully. “At the very most. I can see you to the grave.” 

The merchant was devasted and deserted. Then a voice spoke out: I’ll go with you. I’ll follow you wherever you go.” It 
was the first wife, shriveled, starving, neglected, and unloved, who had spoken in the dark. Greatly grieved at the sight 
of her, the merchant cried out, “You, of all of them. I should have taken the best care of while I could!” 

 Felix’s eyes got red around the edges as he explained the old Chinese story he found in an English-language 
bookstore in Hong Kong. We all have four wives, he said. The fourth wife is our body, and no matter how much money 
and care we lavish on it, it will be the first to leave us in death. The third wife is our possessions and wealth, and when 
we die, they will be quickly dispersed to others. The second wife is our family and friends, no matter how close they’ve 
been in life, they can’t follow us past the grave.  



 

 But the first wife, neglected and unloved, she’s our soul. She’s the only one who can continue with us in our 
journey beyond life – if we take care of her while we can. I think of the first wife and realize that she is the neglected. 
Unnoticed part of me as well. If I ever get everything else nailed down right and organized, I’ll have time for this God-
stuff, I think. But God, through Benedict’s steps of humility, insists on being the first wife. 

From Humble Pie St. Benedict’s Ladder of Humility.  

©2003 by Carol Bonoma. Used by permission of Morehouse Publishing, Harrisburg, PA 17105. Excerpt from “Alive 
Now®, Growing Together in Faith” July/August 2004, published by The Upper Room®, Nashville, TN 372 

 

 
Friday Night Book Group 
 

Friday Night Book Group 

 

This month the FNBG will be delving into the beloved classic novel, Emma, by Jane Austen. We will meet 
Emma Woodhouse who is “a wealthy, exquisite, and thoroughly self-deluded young woman who has lived in 
the world with very little to distress or vex her.” Thinking herself impervious to romance, and appointing 
herself village match-maker, Emma sets in motion a “delightful series of scheming escapades in which every 
social machination and bit of “tittle-tattle” is steeped in Austen’s delicious irony.” Via a rich cast of 
characters, the author “exercises her taste for cutting social observation and her talent for investing 
seemingly trivial events with profound moral significance.” This is Jane Austen at her best. “Emma is Jane 
Austen’s most cleverly woven, riotously comedic, and pleasing novel of manners.” Journey with Emma as 
she ultimately discovers that “Perfect happiness, even in memory, is not common.” 

Our next meeting is on Friday June 11th at 7 pm on the Zoom platform. We welcome any and all. If you’d 
like to join in on the fun with this lively band of book lovers, please send your email address to Wendy so she 
can include you in the Zoom invitation.  

If you can’t make it this month, but would like to read ahead, our book selection for July is “Blue Mind” by 
Wallace Nichols. Please direct any questions about the books or the group to Wendy Bowers at 
fitwits@cox.net or call/text 860-478-0685.  

 

Hope to see you on the 11th. Until then, as always, happy reading! 



 

 

Heads Up! Hartford News 

Heads Up! Hartford (HUH) Camp is coming at the end of June!! 

It goes without saying that the landscape for our camp remains a bit different this year, but we are surely getting 
closer to a “new normal.”  In conjunction with CT State guidelines, the Board of Directors and the HUH Operations 
Team decided that we would not be holding our usual weeklong-overnight camp.  HOWEVER, unlike last year, we 
ARE going to have 3 in-person sessions!!!! 

Please refer to the following flyer for exciting camp specifics.  Camp will be held Monday, June 21st through 
Sunday, June 27th.  Any student who has graduated in any of 5 grades, 8th through 12th, is eligible to be an HUH 
camper.  Please feel free to contact Gayle Wilcox 860-653-2460 with any questions or concerns you may have 
involving our 2021 camp. Over the years HUH outreach to the community and the teens alike has continued to be 
life-changing!  This will be the 18th year anniversary of Heads Up! Hartford and the 17th year that EGCC has sent a 
team of “missionaries” to Heads Up! Hartford.  We plan to have many activities, some done separately and some 
together.  Both will enable our organization to provide outreach to others.  We will have opportunities for fun 
activities, thought provoking speakers and discussions, music and worship. We look forward to your continued 
support of our teens and adults – both college age and beyond!   

Although a hybrid approach, we are delighted to, once again, not have to “skip” a year!  We are asking for a 
nominal camp fee of $175.00/camper for the week.  However, do not let concerns about the cost stand in your 
way!  Please contact Gayle Wilcox if you are in need of tuition assistance.  HUH has NEVER turned a camper away 
due to a shortage of funds!   

YOU, too, can STILL be a part of this important mission project!   Most importantly, please hold the HUH team, and 
those we are scheduled to serve, in prayer before, during and after camp. Even though we are operating under a 
hybrid structure, we still have expenses.  Our 2021 approach will save on some costs and add others. Please either 
visit the HUH Website at headsuphartford.org or contact Gayle Wilcox if you would like to donate or have any 
questions regarding our 2021 camp. Donations of separately wrapped snacks such as chips or bars are also 
welcomed.  You can bring them to EGCC the week before camp and leave in the kitchen at an HUH designated spot 
on the counter. 

Lastly, many thanks for your continued support of this incredible mission and outreach!!!! Thanks so much and let 
me know if you have any questions.   

Opportunities Abound! 
Happy Summer Everyone!!!  We want you to know that you are on our hearts and we are praying for your health, 
safety and peace as we navigate this “new normal.”  We all continue to face different 
challenges/opportunities/routines.  We have come through the last 15 months providing a spiritual home in different 
ways than in years before.  Although modified, we believe that the church is as vital as ever, at this time of change, 
maybe even more so. During your quiet times with God, we ask that you consider how God is asking you to serve 
within our church.  One of the charges of the Abundant Life Ministry Team is to fill the positions on the other Ministries 
with volunteers that have a gift or passion for that particular ministry.  If there is a ministry team that excites or 
inspires you, please call one of us and let us know.  It’s not too late for 2021 – there are vacancies on every Ministry 
Team.  With God’s help we hope to continue to match our church family talents to the ministries that best suit us 
all.  Our time, talents and treasure are as diverse as the stars in the sky.  Together, we are God’s kingdom here in the 
East Granby area and He expects us to do His work. Please pray on this.  How is God calling you to serve?  Our Church 
Family needs you!  God needs you!   The Abundant Life Ministry Team- Karen Rhodes and Gayle Wilco 
 



 

 

East Granby Congregational Church 
Officers and Ministry Members 
February 2021– January 2022 

 
Officers 
Moderator                                   Pam Turner    Year 1 - Term ends Jan 2023 
Vice Moderator                           Bill Bowers Year 1 - Term ends Jan 2023 
Treasurer (Renewable yearly)    Gene Wilmot Year 6 - Term ends Jan 2022  
 
Abundant Life Ministry*  
Gayle Wilcox  T2Y4 Term ends Jan 2022 
Karen Rhodes T1Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
*Dave Houghton will serve as Artistic Consultant 
 
Human Resources Ministry** 
Mike Boyer T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Adah Dionne T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
**Kathy Daleb will continue as Consultant to HR 
**Karen Hines will continue as Office Liaison 
 
Mission and Outreach Ministry 
Judy Goff T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Nancy Boardman T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Kathy Mock T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Nancy Moody T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Grace Kingsbury T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Jeanne Daggett T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
 
Spiritual Formation Ministry 
Kate Boyer T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2023 
Carl Pitney T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2023 
Marge Korhonen T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Deb Paskiewicz T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
 
Financial Recorders (Renewable yearly)  
Dave Harrold Term ends Jan 2022 
Betsy Mack           Term ends Jan 2022 
Bill McGarry     Term ends Jan 2022 
 
Delegates to UCC (Renewable yearly)  
Open                Term ends Jan 2022 
Open                Term ends Jan 2022 
Open                Term ends Jan 2022 
 
Per Council Decision, minimum of 5 ministry team 
members/team other than Physical Resources. In addition, 
Council has decided that Ministry Team terms can be 
extended for an additional year.  
 
 

Revised 5/12//2021Physical Resources Ministry  
Bill Hoerle                      T2Y4 Term ends Jan 2022 
Lew Noble   T2Y3 Term ends Jan 2022 
Ricky Bortz  T1Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Lennie Turner  T1Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open   T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
  
Worship and Caring Ministry 
Thelma Wilmot  T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Linda Harrold  T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Karen Short***  T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Bridget Bortz   T1Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Tom Short  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
   Memorials*** 
   Karen Short Term ends Jan 2022 
 
Financial Resources Ministry 
Sybil Pokorny  T2Y4 Term ends Jan 2022 
Fran Pokorny  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open   T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2022 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
 
Trustees 
Brad Wolfe  T2Y3 Term ends Jan 2022 
Mike Hecht  T1Y2 Term ends Jan 2022 
Pete Goff  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Phil Johnson  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
 
Church Recorder (Renewable yearly)  
Adah Dionne         Term ends Jan 2022 
 
Church Historian (Renewable yearly)  
Bev Cecchini           Term ends Jan 2022 
Linda Ridgeway     Term ends Jan 2022 
 
Online Team 
Rob Crocker T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Carl Pitney (SFM) T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Dave Harrold T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
James Crocker T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Bridget Bortz (W&C) T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023   
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2023 
Open  T1Y1 Term ends Jan 20



 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
          

Staff  
Pastor:                                        TBD  
Pastoral Care:   Rev. Dr. Sandra L Fischer 
Christian Education Director: TBD 
Sunday School Teacher: Erin Schultheis 
Nursery Attendant:  TBD   
Music Director:   Mary Larew 
Organist:   Juliana Hall 
Administrative Assistant: Janet May 

Elected Leaders 
Moderator, Council Chair: Pamela Turner 
Vice-Moderator:   Bill Bowers 
Treasurer:   Gene Wilmot 
Income Recorder:  Dave Harrold 

Ministry Chairperson(s) 
 
Abundant Life:   Gayle Wilcox 
    Karen Rhodes 
Financial Resources:  Fran Pokorny 
Human Resources:  Adah Dionne 
Missions & Outreach:  Judy Goff 
Spiritual Formation:  Kate Boyer 
    Carl Pitney 
Physical Resources:  Bill Hoerle 
Worship & Caring:  Thelma Wilmot 
 
 
 

Expenses Recorder:  Betsy Mack 
 

Key Church Communication Facts 
Telephone:   860-653-2987 or 860-653-4966   Fax: 860-653-8187 
Office Hours:  10:00 a.m. – 3 p.m.    Tuesday – Friday   
Email   Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 

 Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
Web Site  www.egchurch.org   
Donations  Mail checks or click the donate icon on-line at www.egchurch.org   

    

Beacon Information 
The Beacon is published the 1st of each month by The East Granby Congregational Church (UCC). 
Beacon Articles are due on the 24th day of the month for the next publication. 
A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles and will be subject editing/formatting. 
Articles should be sent to Janet using the Office email address Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 

 with a copy to egccwebmasterCC@egchuech.necoxmail.com 
 

Meeting Information  
EGCC Ministry meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month. 
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month. 
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend. 

 
Volunteer Opportunities / Contacts 
Sunday Sanctuary Flowers:  On-line form www.egchurch.org/flower-donations 
Sunday Worship Teams   Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters  
 On-line form   https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bREwXvpbqu0amK1fKm23AXS7ByCsb3_8_EmrrBI7mgk/edit?usp=sharing 

Contact Bridget Bortz / Thelma Wilmot 
Tech Team Audio / Visual Support Sanctuary Sound / Camera / Web-Streaming 
Contact Dave Harrold 



 

 

 


