JULY 2021

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!!!!
Please Join us for in person or online worship each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Note: There will be no service time change this summer.

A Time for Everything
From Ecclesiastes 3:1 There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens…
Happy Season of Summer to you and your families and friends. Summer is often seen as a time to relax, to do
things differently, maybe take a break from your normal routine. Nothing beats basking in the summer
sunshine; something you cannot do all year round (at lease where we live in New England)! How about the
feeling of waking up to warm sunlight glistening through the trees or streaming in the window instantly
energizing you for the day ahead. With longer periods of daylight there is more time to travel, to visit with
loved ones, to enjoy blue skies and ocean breezes. Even summertime food is great with BBQs, picnics, and
celebrations of all kinds. The Season of Summer offers endless possibilities.
Many of us have waited for this Season of Summer to finally arrive. Just as we have spent the last year waiting
for the pandemic to improve, waiting for an effective vaccine, waiting to see our families and friends, some of
which had been quarantined alone in hospitals and nursing homes, waiting to go out to dinner and a concert,
often waiting in long lines to buy essentials. And we will continue to wait; wait on the arrival of fall and the
start of school bringing many of us back to those more structured routines, and in our church life we continue
waiting to see who will join our Church Family as our new Pastor.
We are waiting for God to reveal the journey he has planned for each one of us. Waiting is not easy. All of us
can grow weary of waiting. We may become anxious, restless, and unsettled; impatient with ourselves, others
and even our God. We get in a hurry. Patience and contentment don’t come naturally but, “The Lord is good
to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.” Isaiah 40:31
God does not always move at the speed that we wish He would, but he does move at just the right speed.
Sometimes it may not feel that way though. Sometimes when we are waiting on God it feels like we are all
alone. It feels like God has checked out on us. It feels like we will never get a response.
When we know that we are at a place and a position because God has put us there, it takes a lot of stress out
of the situation at hand. It is best we proceed without hurry or worry and faithfully serve him where we are.
Trust that the Lord, our God, will point which way to turn, and he will walk beside us all the way.

So, what can we do when waiting on God? I came across a Christian blog where a Pastor named Chris Bass
goes on to give us some suggestions in an article titled “6 Things to do While Waiting for God”, which I would
like to share with you (paraphrased).
1. Keep Praying - God hears our prayers. God knows what we are going through. God knows what we
need, even before we ask it. Pray continually. Prayer works, God hears, so don’t give up!
2. Keep Believing - God cares deeply about you. He wants you to lean into Him. He truly cares for you!
God can act and does to fulfill His promise and purpose in our lives. Sometimes it doesn’t look like
what we think it would, but it is exactly according to His plan. We have to keep believing that His plan
is the best.
3. Keep Trusting - If we believe that God is perfect, then His plan for our life perfect. God knows more
than we know. His ability to make a decision is not restricted to the information of which we are
unaware. Thus, His decision to act, wait, or not act at all has to be what is best. We must continue to
trust in that fact. Our trust is not unfounded, we trust God because of the promises made in His word
that have been fulfilled. When we immerse ourselves in God’s word while we wait, it helps us to wait–
confident that what God is working in our situation is the best.
4. Keep Reading - God will speak to us, guide us, and even (at times) give us the next steps through His
Word. His word will speak to us and continue to feed us during our times of waiting.
5. Keep Serving - When we keep serving God, and are faithful to Him in times of waiting, it demonstrates
our faithfulness to Him. When we feel isolated from God it is easy for us to begin to slack off in our
service to Him
6. Keep Waiting - This is the truly difficult part–we must keep waiting. Often, we are tempted to “take
matters into our own hands.” When we do this it destroys the belief and trust in God that we have
already built. The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the person who seeks him. It goes against
our natural inclinations to keep waiting, but that is exactly what we need to do. We must wait on the
Lord. This may not be the most comfortable or easy thing to do, but it will be the thing that you need.
And, it will be part of God’s plan!
Use the time that you are waiting on God to build your relationship with Him, it will be time well spent.
Blessings as you seek out a God filled summer season!
Pam Turner
EGCC Moderator

COUNCIL CORNER
Greetings! This monthly feature provides an overview of Council activities. This is intended only as a summary. If you
have any questions, feel free to contact any of the Council members (listed below). Minutes of our meetings are also
available in the church office for your review.
Director of Christian Education (DCE) – The Spiritual Formation Ministry has short-term plans in place to maintain our
CE programs in the summer and to plan for the beginning of the next school year. We also just concluded two very
informative sessions for congregational input on the important aspects of the DCE position. This information is being
distilled and will inform the upcoming search for a new DCE. Watch for upcoming news about a search team and please
consider helping out.
Designated-Term Pastor Search – We continue working to search for a designated-term pastor. A sub-committee of the
Council drafted an updated position description. This team then met with the search team to review the updated
position description and edit it as necessary. All present agreed on the final outcome and this document is now being
used in our search. The same Council sub-committee is now working to draft a summary church profile that will also be
reviewed with the search team, and the overall Council. The need for this summary profile (for an interim or
designated-term search) was previously unknown to us until our most recent meeting with our new conference minister.
Regathering – The updated CDC and State of Connecticut guidelines have made it possible for us to relax most of our
guidelines for mask wearing, social distancing etc. – for vaccinated individuals. Unvaccinated individuals are still asked
to wear masks and practice social distancing. We also keep exploring additional aspects of reopening trying to get back
to a “normal” service and to make all comfortable in coming back in-person.
Outside Groups – We have reviewed our church COVID guidelines for outside groups in light of the new state and CDC
guidelines. These guidelines have been changed in line with our internal guidelines. This is opening up the probability
that more groups will come back to using the church. Both AA groups that previously met in our facility have expressed
interest in resuming meetings very soon. We are working with them to do everything we can to make this happen. It is
expected that both groups will be back in early July.
Thanks! – A BIG THANK YOU to Sybil and Fran Porkorny, Marge Korhonen, and Bill Hoerle for cleaning and straightening
of the CEC and church school office. They also worked to straighten up the storage areas of the basement. Thanks to all
for a huge job well done!
All Ministry Meetings – the all-ministry meetings have been suspended for the summer. There will be no meetings in
July and August. Individual ministries are asked to meet as required through the summer. Council will continue to meet
on the normal schedule.
Next Council Meeting – July 12 at 7:00 PM via Zoom
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Announcements
Invitation to LECTIO DEVINIA Bible Study Group
"WOW! I am beginning to believe that I can read the bible and hear it speaking to me. I always thought that only the
minister could do that."
"I found the different points of views of the group on the same scripture an eye-opening experience. It broadened the
meaning of the scripture for me."
"I couldn't wait to hear what the pastor emphasized on Sunday! The sermon expanded the meaning of the scripture
even more, clarified some points, or added some interesting points to a meaningful discussion the group had already
had on the topic."
These are some of the comments of the group that has been meeting on Saturday from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM during a
ZOOM meeting using the Lectio Divina bible study. We use the scripture that is going to be part of the sermon for the
next day on Sunday. The group goes around in a sequence. No one is obligated to speak; anyone can pass.
(ROUND 1) The group listens to the scripture reading for Sunday from one of the different interpretations of the bible
(King James, Revised Standard, Living Bible, etc.) and then people respond by telling what word, phrase, or verse caught
their attention (optional – can pass); reflection time – sit in silence and think about others’ reactions or take time to
react some more yourself; (ROUND2) Listen to the scripture from another interpretation of the bible and people
respond with what they feel God is saying to them or even what confuses them (optional – can pass); reflection time;
(ROUND 3) Listen to still another interpretation of the bible verse and people tell what they feel the scripture is moving
them to do (optional – can pass); reflection time; (ROUND 4) Listen to a final reading of the verse from another
interpretation of the bible and say a pray for the person who spoke after them in the round 3 (optional – can pass).
As you can hear from the comments above, we have been surprised about the different ideas that the group has
generated and been very interested in hearing what the pastor will say in the sermon on Sunday. It is not that we are
trying to guess the "right answer”; it is that we are fascinated to learn how many different ways we now look at life's
experiences from our study of the bible. These people, even though they lived long ago in a different culture, faced
some very similar situations to ours today. Are we feeling and doing the same things or have we set a different course of
action? Are we learning from them about life?
SPECIAL NOTE: Due to the holiday weekends occurring on the first Saturday of the months in July and September, Lectio
Divinia, bible study will be meeting on the second Saturday of July and September. August and October will be the
regular first Saturday.
Please make note that meeting dates are July 10, August 7, September 11, and October 2. Have a great safe summer
and fall.

We discuss the scripture for the following Sunday. Call or email either Gayle Wilcox (860-729-0992) (Gayle
C. B1UMMWilcox) or Edie Doherty (919-448-4032) (Dohertye064@gmail.com) of your interest. They can
answer any questions about the scripture study. We hope to hear from you.

INVITATION TO JOIN

The Christian Bible Book Club is taking a vacation for June and July.
We will be starting again on August 3rd at l:00 pm in a ZOOM meeting with Walking the Bible: A Journey by
Land through the Five Books of Moses by Bruce Feiler.
Both a heart-racing adventure and an uplifting quest, Walking the Bible presents one man’s epic journey - by
foot, jeep, rowboat, and camel - through the greatest stories ever told. From crossing the Red Sea to climbing
Mount Sinai to touching the burning bush, Bruce Feiler’s inspiring odyssey will forever change your view of
history’s most legendary events.
The stories in the first five books of the Bible, also known as the Torah, come alive as Feiler searches across
three continents for the stories and heroes shared by Christians and Jews. You’ll visit the slopes of Mount
Ararat, where Noah’s ark landed, trek to the desert outpost where Abraham first heard the words of God, and
scale the summit where Moses received the Ten Commandments. Using the latest archeological research,
Feiler explores how physical location affects the larger narrative of the Bible and ultimately realizes how much
these places, as well as his experience, have affected his faith. A once-in-a-lifetime journey, Walking the
Bible offers new insights into the roots of our common faith and uncovers fresh answers to the most profound
questions of the human spirit.
“Smart and savvy, insightful and illuminating.” —Los Angeles Times
“An instant classic. . . . A pure joy to read.” —Washington Post Book World
“An exciting, well-told story informed by Feiler’s boundless intellectual curiosity . . . [and] sense of
adventure.” —Miami Herald
We read a chapter a week and discuss its contents. We never seem to lack discussion material. This book
promises to give us plenty "food for thought." Come and listen or give us your opinion and relate some life
stories that you are reminded you of.
It can be ordered from Amazon. Join us. We have members in East Granby, Maine, and New Hampshire, even
Cape Cod, Indiana and Florida some times! We hope to see you in August.
Contact Edie Doherty at ejsdoherty@gmail.com so you can be added to the email list.

A MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER
An Update from the Treasurer
Five months of expenses are summarized here (through May) and six months have elapsed. Now
that summer is here – please don’t forget to continue your pledges and donations to the church even
though you may be away. Electricity and such don’t take a vacation.
Through April Current Operations pledge and non-pledged income total $87,450 (47% of the Budget).
Current Operations Paid Expenses through April total $92,200 (32% of the Budget).
Here are some of the significant costs of maintaining the physical plant and general operational
expenses..
Item

Expenses through May

Electricity
Fuel
Cleaning Services
Snow Plowing and Lawn Mowing
Insurance
Telephones
Water & Sewer

$2,700 (only through May 10th)
$5,000
$2,200
$6,540 (only through May 10 th)
$13,500
$1,700
$750

Total

$32,390

If you assume that 80 family units (pledge and non-pledged) support this expense it averages $81 per
month per family unit. Next month we’ll update this information adding in some of our salaries. As
you can tell from these numbers, it takes significant income each month (without considering salaries)
from the many who donate.
I hope these financial facts provide a guideline to all of us as we consider our giving.
This month the Church received a thoughtful bequest from the Estate of Bea Adams of $10,000.
These funds have been deposited into the Trustees accounts.
Stay safe. See you in church!
Gene Wilmot, Treasurer

MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY
METACOMET HOMES AND HIGLEY VILLAGE
The Missions and Outreach Ministry would like the congregation to know that we decided to give some
Missions money to both Metacomet Homes and Higley Village in East Granby after we heard from a resident
that the swing at Metacomet had been destroyed by 2 storms. The swing had been dedicated in Edna
Herzig's name and was used as a gathering place outside for the residents. We were excited to be able to help out by
giving $1,500 to the governing Board of both facilities. Therefore, $750 will go to Metacomet for the glider and $750 will
go to Higley for whatever the residents feel would be best for them. It is very heartwarming to know that some of our
EGCC money will be spent in the town of East Granby for East Granby residents. Judy Goff, Chair

SAVE THE DATE!!!!

OCTOBER 2, 2021

The Gatherers are planning a zoom bingo game on the evening of Oct. 2, 2021. Lots of fun and prizes.

ANNUAL COOKIES-BY-THE-POUND SALE
I know it seems early, but don't forget we should be able to have the Annual Cookies-by-the-Pound Sale this year.
After a break last December, let's hope everyone will make more cookies than ever. We may have to change the delivery
of the cookies, but it should definitely be a GO. Put that on your calendar for Saturday, December 18th, from 9-11:30
am; snow date, December 19th. I just love looking at the pictures of all those beautiful cookies. They go fast!

Friend to Friend
Food Pantry & Thrift Shop

In July, the Food Pantry is looking for donations of canned fruit.
Thank you for all your help! If you have any questions please feel free to contact Linda Wolfe our Friend to
Friend liaison.
Friend to Friend is looking for Volunteers to help work in the East Granby Thrift Store. Proceeds from the
Thrift Store go to help support the Food Pantry. The thrift store hours are Tuesday and Saturday 10:00 am –
2:00 pm and Thursday 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm.
Please contact Sandy Landolina, 860-392-8362, if you are interested in learning more about voluntering for a
shift.

Worship & Caring Ministry
News for July from the Worship and Caring Ministry
JULY 4: there will be no church service
W&C was unable to find a pastor or lay person to be with us.
Also many of our faithful volunteers and techs will not be available, so the decision was made to not have
a service.

July 11 and July 18: Rev Craig Cowing
We have been enjoying his sermons and it’s nice to feel some continuity.

Members of our bell choir will be performing on July 18 – such a treat!
July 25: still making contacts……….

Summer Worship Service Time Change: NOT HAPPENING
Worship will be at 10:30 all of July and August
Many of our pastors come a long distance so W&C decided to keep the time at 10:30
We are continuing these COVID protocols
Updates for attending: mask wearing will be at the discretion of individuals. We do ask that you be respectful of each
person’s choice and remember that children under the age of 12 are not vaccinated. We will not be using an attendance
sheet. As we continue to monitor all the guidelines W&C will make appropriate changes in seating.
Fellowship: if you would like to visit after the service the Buttaro Room will be available. This will allow the hallway to be
clear for those who are leaving directly from the Sanctuary.

Please volunteer: Lay Leader (materials can be provided)
Greeter at the East entrance
2 Ushers
Contact Bridget Bortz (bridgetbortzod@gmail.com) or Thelma Wilmot ( taweg46@gmail.com; 860 219-9272
Flowers for the Altar: there is now a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the lobby.

Greetings from Spiritual Formation Ministry!
On Saturday evening, May 22nd we bid adieu to Leticia Soltero, our Director of Christian Education for over 2 years.
Many family and friends from the congregation joined in the “Drive-By Goodbye” reception that day to show their love
and appreciation for all she has given to our church family. Many brought flowers to add to a ‘Thank You’ bouquet that
grew in size as the evening progressed. Folks also enjoyed time speaking with Leticia and expressing their gratitude for
connections made with children and families. There were also many photo opportunities with Leticia that were then
placed in an album for her. We wish Leticia a fond farewell and all the best as she goes forward with her career.
~
On June 6th after worship, EGCC dedicated the new “In This House” sign which greets passers-by as they head West past
the church building and land toward Granby. Rev. Dr. Terry Schmitt, in his remarks, (paraphrased) noted that the
statements therein might be as much a challenge to thoughts and beliefs of those of us who are part of this body we call
EGCC, as they are to those who drive by. Spiritual Formation Ministry (SFM) is eager to dig in and facilitate discussions
on these important topics of what it means to follow Christ in this time and place. So please reach out to SFM if you
would be interested in together exploring these important issues.
~
Spiritual Formation Ministry (SFM), and our Christian Education program is rolling into summer, 2021. We have
transitioned to Summer Sunday School with Ms. Erin (Erin Schulteis). For the summer, our Sunday Schoolers are
dismissed from worship after the Time with the Children. From that point on, they work with Ms. Erin and other faithful
helpers as they tend the EGCC Community Garden. Sufficient time is allotted for rest, refreshment, learning about God,
and a whole lot of fun.
~
Speaking of the garden, we are happy to announce that the East Granby Congregational Church Community Garden has
applied for a grant (under the sponsorship of our partner, Friend to Friend Pantry). Grant monies are from the Hartford
Foundation for Public Giving and are available through the East Granby Greater Together Community Fund. This grant
will cover Vegetable Plants, Fertilizer, Seeds, Gardening tools and so much more. As SFM co-chair Kate Boyer wrote in
the grant application:
Any person who benefits from the East Granby Friend to Friend food pantry (some of whom are elderly or of limited
economic resources,) will benefit from the fresh and tasty vegetables we will grow in our garden. It is a privilege to be
able provide our pantry beneficiaries with nutritious fresh produce.
The children (and many adults) in our church will benefit from having the ability to work in the garden, see the literal
fruits of their labor, and experience the joy of giving to those in need.
~

SFM Also was pleased to fete our fathers, this past Fathers’ day with an “Ice Cream Truck” after Worship on what was a
hot Sunday morning. Members of the congregation enjoyed frozen novelty treats of various kinds. The crowd
remained for quite a while socializing in the warm (ok, “hot”) sun. When the crowd dispersed, SFM took the “truck”
down toward the 20/187 intersection, offering our neighbors passing through “FREE ICE CREAM!!!” as they waited for
the traffic light to turn green. Whether they accepted a treat or not, “HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!” was wished to all, in
Christian love!
~
On June 22nd and 24th SFM leadership partnered with EGCC Council leadership in facilitating discussion groups focused
on hearing input pertaining to our Christian Education programs. We thank all who participated as this will greatly help
in the task of determining what the role of the Director of Christian Education should be for EGCC and where the focus
of Christian Education programming should be going forward. If you were not able to attend either of these sessions,
please feel free to provide feedback to Pam Turner, EGCC Moderator, Bill Bowers, EGCC Vice Moderator, Kate Boyer,
SFM co-chair, or Carl Pitney, SFM co-chair.
~
In August, there will be an Online Vacation Bible School offered. Since this will be an online offering, kids will be able
to experience this whenever and wherever they like. So look for more details on this, and get ready to have lots of fun
with Ms. Erin!
~
Spiritual Formation Ministry wishes you a fantastic July and a delightful summer!
Kate Boyer, co-chair ~ Carl Pitney, co-chair ~ Marge Korhonen ~ Deb Paskiewicz

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Dear EGCC Friends,
I wanted to share some exciting news with you. Recently, I accepted two jobs here in the Twin Cities. As of June 28, I am
proud to serve as the Executive Director of the Saint Paul Conservatory of Music. From our website (www.thespcm.org):
The Saint Paul Conservatory of Music is a non-profit music school. Our music-making community offers
high quality music education to all segments of society. Here the aspirations of students of all ages and
abilities are met with a commitment to excellence through creative expression, disciplined training, and
performance opportunities. Thus our motto is "Enriching lives through the joy of music."
I am thrilled to work with an outstanding staff and a superb music faculty in this new role, helping to guide this 20-year
old music school. The rich variety of offerings thrills me! In addition to more traditional lessons for instruments such as
strings and piano, there is an early music department, so I am excited to anticipate making music from the medieval and
renaissance eras! I’m also excited to hear our contemporary music program that includes genres such as jazz and rock.
And, I am delighted that there is a robust outreach program that shares a lot in common with the mission of the
Waterbury Symphony’s Bravo! program where I taught for several months before the pandemic began.
As if this all were not wonderful enough I am also grateful that I will begin work in a church music program in
September. Abiding Savior Lutheran Church in Mounds View, MN has hired me to serve as their next Choir Director. As I
interviewed at that church, I was struck by how comfortable I felt with the members of the choir – it reminded me very
much of EGCC’s wonderful music program. At Abiding Savior, I will lead the adult choir and the children’s choirs.
With all of this excitement ahead, I want to take a moment to write how very, very grateful I am that I have been able to
continue to serve East Granby Congregational Church during this extremely challenging and disorienting time. Making
music to share with you each week has provided me with a sense of purpose, and has given each of my weeks of
otherwise quite intense solitude a structure and a rhythm that has done nothing less than keep me sane.
I am excited to welcome the next Music Director, once that search and hiring process has been completed at EGCC – and
in the meantime, I am enjoying continuing to work with Juli and with other musicians locally to coordinate live music (as
well as the occasional music video) throughout July and August.
Which reminds me! Would YOU like to share your musical gifts during worship this summer? Please let me know!
marylarew@gmail.com is still the best way to reach me.
With gratitude,
Mary

Friday Night Book Group
Friday Night Book Group

Friday Night Book Group
Summer is upon us and so it seems natural to think of ways to keep cool. One of the things that comes to mind is water nice cold drinking water to stay hydrated, cool refreshing water in which to swim or use for water recreation activities.
Our Friday Night Book Group is exploring the water theme this month - we are reading “Blue Mind” by Wallace Nichols.
In this national bestseller, the author explores “the surprising science that shows how being near, in, on, or under water
can make you happier, healthier, more connected, and better at what you do”. “Drawing upon breakthrough science
and compelling personal stories from top athletes, leading scientists, military veterans, and gifted artists, Nichols shows
how proximity to water improves performance, diminishes anxiety, amplifies creativity, expands compassion, increases
professional success, and improves our overall well-being.” Sound interesting? Join us on Friday July 9th at 7:00 pm on
the Zoom platform and find out more! This discussion promises to be informative, thought-provoking, and fun. All are
welcome. If you’d like to be part of this book discussion please send your email address to Wendy so she can include you
in the Zoom invitation.

If you can’t make it this month but would like to read ahead, our book selection for August is “Broken Girls” by Simone
St. James. Please direct any questions about the books or the group to Wendy Bowers at fitwits@cox.net or call/text
860-478-0685.

Hope to see you on the 9th. Until then stay cool, drink plenty of water, and happy reading!

l

Ellen Forney Sermon from May 30, 2021
Below you will find the scripture passage and the sermon that I preached from that passage. It will not be the exact
same words that I said on May 30 but it has the same general meaning. This was a sermon that I actually used in my
preaching class and I am glad that I got the chance to share the message with our church because that was my intended
audience. Feel free to send me any feedback that you would like at ellen.forney@asburyseminary.edu .

Text Used for the Sermon: Ezekiel 17:22-24
22 “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break
off a tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of
Israel I will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in
it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the forest will know that I the Lord bring down
the tall tree and make the low tree grow tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. “‘I the Lord have
spoken, and I will do it.’”

Sermon
Let’s begin by taking a look at a snapshot in history. We journey back to find a group of people who are living in
the same area. These people are common people who have jobs and go about the ordinary tasks of daily living such as
raising a family, finding food, and just enjoying being alive. Once a week the people get together in a common location
to worship and honor God. Overall the people are happy and are enjoying living their lives together in community.
Then the leader of the people is taken. The people find themselves dispersed to different areas looking for
leadership. But not all the people leave, a core group remains and they continue to hold to the beliefs and practices that
they have always known including coming together to worship their God.
Eventually, a new leader is appointed to the people, and with that new leader comes the hope that things will
improve. There is the promise that things will get better and maybe the people will return to the community. Yet things
do not ultimately improve and in fact, they start to get worse than when the first leader was taken from the people.

Whose history are we talking about here? Israel’s history? Or the history of EGCC?
I am not trying to say that the history of Israel and the history of EGCC are the exact same but there are ways in
which the two are similar. Israel was living in the promised land and they were happy to be finally enjoying all the
benefits that God had promised to them. Then Nebuchadnezzar came along and carried their leader and most of the
people off into exile. EGCC has had its share of strong leaders and the church was flourishing. Then leaders left and
people stopped coming to church. Yet in both cases, a core group of people remained trying to hold on to the promise
that God had for his people. New leaders came along for both groups and hope was high but things didn’t ultimately
improve right away. So let’s see what God has to say to us through the text of Ezekiel that can be applied to both the
Israelites and EGCC.

As we turn to the passage, we need to learn a little about who Ezekiel was and how he organized his book.
Ezekiel was a prophet who was chosen by God to share his message with the people that remained in Jerusalem. The
early part of the book of Ezekiel in fact from chapter 1 to 24 are passages about judgment. Chapter after chapter is filled
with messages of anger, indignation, and disdain. The Israelite people would have started to feel very disheartened by
the message that Ezekiel was sharing. The second half of the book is filled with hope but God doesn’t wait until the
second half to give those glimmers of hope, he includes some such as today’s passage.
In order to understand the passage, we first need to look at the beginning of chapter 17 which is known as
either the parable of the two eagles and the cedar or the riddle. This leads us to expect that there is a little challenge in
understanding what God is trying to teach the people. The passage starts with talking about an eagle the swoops down
and carries off the top of a cedar tree. This seems like an impossible task because how does a bird carry off the top of a
tree and why would the bird want to do this in the first place. The first eagle is seen to be a metaphor for
Nebuchadnezzar II who took the Israelites off into captivity in Babylon. The passage continues with talking about a
second eagle or as some translations put it a vulture. The vulture image seems to fit better with the idea that the
passage is trying to get across because it brings the image of death and scavenger who comes to carry off the best parts.
The vulture/eagle swoops in and carries the top of the tree off. There is hope at first that the vulture/eagle will carry
the tree back to where it came from but instead it carries it off to a new land (aka Egypt). Zedekiah has been to be
represented by the second eagle and he was a horrible ruler. He was a harsh ruler who didn’t care about the people of
Israel but only wanted them for the slave labor that he could use them for. The tree that has been carried off by the two
eagles is the people of Israel.
As I read this passage, I think about the despair that the Israelites would be feeling as they listen to Ezekiel’s
prophecy another message of judgment. My mind connects with a song from the musical “Dear Evan Hansen”. At the
end of the first act, the main character Evan is singing a song about the despair he feels after an acquaintance has died
and people are starting to forget him. I hear the opening lyrics to the song as Israel calling out to God saying “Have you
ever felt like nobody was there? Have you ever felt forgotten in the middle of nowhere? Have you ever felt like you
could disappear? Like you could fall, and no one would hear?” The people would have felt abandoned by God and that
he wasn’t listening to them when they called out for help because he kept just talking about judgment. God hears them
and offers the glimmer of hope that is presented in today’s passage.
It starts with the keywords that “the sovereign Lord is speaking” to the people. He is not using Ezekiel to spread
his message to the people but rather he is addressing them directly and that is why the rest of the passage is spoken in
the first person. It continues “I myself will take a shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a tender
sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and lofty mountain”. God is calling himself an eagle without directly
stating it. He is changing the image that was presented in the early part of the chapter to now show how he is in control.
He will take the tender sprig which is the Messiah or Son of David. He is going to plant it on a high lofty mountain which
would have been viewed as Mount Zion which the people would have been familiar with.
The next verse continues “On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; it will produce branches and bear fruit
and become a splendid cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in the shade of its branches.” This
verse uses a familiar image that is presented a lot in the Bible, the idea of being a branch and bearing fruit which is an
idea that we will come back to. The verse also calls to mind Isaiah 11:1 which says “A shoot will come up from the stump
of Jesse; from his roots, a Branch will bear fruit.” So there is the image again of the Son of David being the root that will
grow and bear fruit. Then the verse talks about the birds of every kind finding shelter under the tree. This is talking
about the fact that it is not just the people of Israel who will be restored by Jesus but also all the Jews and even all the
Gentiles. God is inviting everyone to find shelter under the branches of the tree that is Jesus. These are more glimmers
of hope for the people.

The final verse talks about how God will reverse the way that things are. He will bring down the tall tree and dry
up the green tree which would be the areas of Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar) and Egypt (Zedekiah). These regions were
flourishing and growing but God is going to step in and bring them back down. Then he will raise up the people of Israel
who would have been seen as the low and dry tree. He ends the passage with the affirmation that he will do this with
the strong command that because he has spoken it, he will do it.
As I think back to the song that I mentioned from “Dear Evan Hansen”, I hear the chorus as God reassuring the
people. So the song continues “Well, let that lonely feeling wash away Maybe there's a reason to believe you'll be okay
'Cause when you don't feel strong enough to stand You can reach, reach out your hand And oh, someone will coming
running And I know, they'll take you home. Even when the dark comes crashing through when you need a friend to carry
you and when you are broken on the ground, YOU WILL BE FOUND.” This is God telling the people of Israel that he is
there for them and that all they need to do is reach out to him. He has never left them and he wants them to know that
he will always be there to find them even when they try to wander off.
This whole passage has been seen as a metaphor for Christ and we know as people of the New Testament that it
is true that Christ came to fulfill the glimmer of hope mentioned in this passage. Jesus came as the branch that was
talked about in the passage from Ezekiel. He himself recalled the mention of being the root such as John 15:5 where he
says “I am the vine and you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit: apart from me
you can do nothing”. Jesus was talking about the fact that we should find shelter under the branches of his tree and that
is how we bear fruit for the world.
If we look at the example of Christ, we see how he went about preaching, healing, and praying for the world.
The first time that he was truly planted was on Golgotha when he was crucified. That hill stood for death and shame due
to the fact that it was used as a place of punishment. If that was where Jesus’ story ended then there would be no
glimmers of hope for those to come but that is not where his story ends. He rose and came back amongst the people but
he didn’t stay there either. He rose to heaven where he is seated at the right hand of the father. He rose from the
Mount of Olives a place where he taught the people, healed the people, and prayed for the people. This is the high and
lofty hill that we are to be drawn to as Christians. We should not linger on the hill where the cross was but rather turn
our gaze to the hill from which Christ ascended to his father. Jesus drew everyone to himself so that they would bear
fruit and become glimmers of hope to those around them.
If we turn back to the history lesson from the beginning, here is where the two stories really separate. Israel
spent their time waiting for God to fulfill the promise of the root and tree that would shelter them. EGCC, we have seen
the fulfillment of that promise. We have the example of Christ under which we can find shelter. Yes, right now the
church is in a shaky place without clear earthly leadership. Yet we have greater leadership to lean into and that is
heavenly leadership. God is finding the perfect pastor to lead this church and the perfect staff to support that person
to once again unite this church and cause it to grow. All we are called to do is to remain in Christ. If we remain in Christ,
then we become the branches that the community and the world can see. If we remain in Christ, then we become the
glimmers of hope for all those around us. AMEN.
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