MAY 2021
Highlights: Happy Mothers Day!
Reminder: Annual Rummage Sale
May 1st 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Greetings to the EGCC FAMILY!
I have heard our congregation referred to as ‘My Family’ on multiple occasions over the past
few months. I ask that you take a few minutes to reflect on that beautiful and heartfelt
sentiment; possibly think back to memories and experiences in our Church that bring life to the
words. Acknowledging that families take on varied shapes and forms, a common theme that
resonates for me is that ‘Families Stick Together’. We grieve at the loss of family members and
rejoice as new relationships are formed or renewed as the Prodigal Son returns home.
Remembering back to when one of the Pharisees asked Jesus which commandment in the law
is the greatest, Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.” (from Matthew 22:34-40)
There are good times and not so good times that all families experience, but by working
together and staying committed to our Lord’s teachings we will be sustained. My hope for our
Church Family is that we confirm our Trust in our God by answering the commandment to
above all else, Love – Love our God, Love our family, Love our community, Love the world.
We will become the Family that God wants us to be; the Family that God has planned for us.
I had a college friend who gave out the prayer attached as a favor at her wedding. I have kept
that copy of this prayer tucked inside my childhood Bible by my bedside for 35+ years. I am
unable to find the original source; it is noted simply as A Catholic Prayer. I thought it would be
fitting to share with you at this time.
This month we celebrate Mother’s Day. One of the greatest joys in my life has been the
opportunity to be a Mother to my 3 wonderful children and 2 grandchildren. In addition, I have
been blessed to have a special Mother and Mother-in-Law in my life and many others that have
provided Motherly support, guidance, advice and prayers to me throughout the years.
Many of those wonderful people you will find in my Church Family; thank-you.
With Blessings to all Our Family, Pamela Turner, EGCC Moderator

COUNCIL CORNER
Greetings! This monthly feature provides an overview of Council activities. This is intended only as a summary. If you
have any questions, feel free to contact any of the Council members (listed below). Minutes of our meetings will also be
available in the church office for your review.
Director of Christian Education (DCE) – We were saddened to receive the resignation of Leticia Soltero, our DCE, this
month. Leticia has served us faithfully for two plus years. We especially thank her for her pivoting and maintaining our
church school in what was a very tumultuous 2020 with both the change to our pastor and the pandemic. Please join
the Council in thanking Leticia for her dedicated service. Leticia will be with us through the remainder of this Sunday
school year, her last day being May 23. The Spiritual Formation Ministry is working to put short-term plans in place to
maintain our CE programs in the interim. The Council is busy working on plans for the longer-term replacement. There
will be much more available on both the short and long terms in the next edition of the Beacon. Please let us know if
you have any specific input for Spiritual Formation or the Council as we work these very important tasks.
Interim Pastor Search – The pastoral search has entered a new phase. As reported last month, the Council is
considering a new model, Dedicated-Term pastor, instead of a traditional interim. We are holding separate meetings to
work through this decision and will have much more information available by the next edition of the Beacon. In the
meantime, we have been successful in reviewing some additional pastoral profiles and the search team will shortly be
conducting first interviews with a couple of potential candidates.
Regathering – We continue to welcome new people back to in-person church each week. In anticipation of the numbers
growing, Worship and Caring has redone the seating plan in the sanctuary providing additional seating from the original,
very conservative, layout. Rest assured, there is still adequate distancing. Please come back to in-person services as
soon as you are comfortable doing so. Pre-registration is no longer required, but we do ask that everyone use the East
entrance, sign in with the greeter(s) there, and wear a mask throughout the service.
Outside Groups – Outside groups are expressing interest in resuming activities at EGCC. The Council has developed a set
of pandemic guidelines for outside groups. Of course this is a moving target due to the rapid changes in the state’s
guidelines as immunizations increase. We have also reviewed the impact to the church on increased cleaning costs
necessary to host these groups and have determined that we can do this within the current annual budget for cleaning
services. We have talked with the AA Happy Hour group. They have expressed interest in resuming meetings sometime
in May. We are working towards making this a reality.
Friend to Friend Food Pantry – Friend to Friend has asked to resume providing services to clients one evening a week, in
addition to the existing daytime services provided. The Council unanimously approved this return to “normal” service.
The food pantry also will be replacing its refrigerator (in the basement) with a new one made possible by a grant
received from Food Share.
UCC Proportional Giving Model – The Southern New England UCC has distributed a new model for member churches’
contributions to the SNEUCC called Proportional Giving. This is based on a proportion of budgeted income rather than
on membership head count. This will be a total of “dues” and giving to Our Churches’ Wider Mission (OCWM). Our
treasurer and Finance Ministry is working through the available information to determine the potential impact to us.
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Announcements
"WOW! I am beginning to believe that I can read the bible and hear it speaking to me. I always thought that
only the minister could do that."
"I found the different points of views of the group on the same scripture an eye-opening experience. It
broadened the meaning of the scripture for me."
"I couldn't wait to hear what the pastor emphasized on Sunday! The sermon broadened the meaning of the
scripture even more, clarified some points, or added some interesting points to a meaningful discussion the
group had already had on the topic."gayle D. B1UMM Wilcox<
These are some of the comments of the group that has been meeting on Saturday from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM
during a ZOOM meeting using the Lectio Divina bible study. We use the scripture that is going to be part of
the sermon for the next day on Sunday. The group goes around in a sequence. No one is obligated to speak;
anyone can pass. During the reflections, the group (1) listens to different interpretations (King James, Revised
Standard, Living Bible, etc.) of the bible reading, (2) tells what word or phrase caught their attention, (3) what
they feel God is saying, (4) what they feel the scripture is moving them to do, and
(5) say a pray for the person who speaks after them.
As you can hear from the comments above, we have been surprised about the different ideas that the group
has generated and been very interested in hearing what the pastor will say in the sermon on Sunday. It is not
that we are trying to guess the "right answer; it is that we are fascinated to learn how many different ways we
now look at life's experiences from our study of the bible. These people, even though they lived long ago in a
different culture, faced some very similar situations to ours today. Would we or are we doing the same things
or have we set a different course of action?
INVITATION: You can join the group. WE have decided to continue the meetings every first Sunday of the
month. Starting May 1 from 9 to 10:30 AM we will meet to discuss the scripture for the coming Sunday. Call
or email either Gayle Wilcox (860-653-2460) (Gayle C. B1UMMWilcox<gaylewilcox@cigna.com>) or Edie
Doherty (860-658-1778)(Dohertye064@gmail.com) and let one of them know. They will acquaint you with the
process. We hope to hear from you.

A MESSAGE FROM THE TREASURER
To date, the income from pledges is on schedule and the expenses are similar. It is critical that pledges
continue to be met as we work to move forward. The non-pledged income is also being received but lags
somewhat. We continue to economize as much as possible especially in the building expenses category.
The pandemic limitations are being loosened by the state and the congregation would love to return to
normalcy. The Gatherers are starting with one fund raiser in May. In addition, the AA group will begin using
our facility in the near future. The Finance Committee is evaluating many income ideas that were brought
forward in the Deficit Reduction Report. These are signs of hope!
Gene Wilmot

MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
OCTOBER 2, 2021
The Gatherers are planning a zoom bingo game on the
evening of Oct. 2, 2021. Lots of fun and prizes.

Friend to Friend
Food Pantry & Thrift Shop

In April, the Food Pantry is looking for donations of personal products, paper towels and
canned fruit.
Thank you for all your help! If you have any questions please feel free to contact Linda Wolfe
our Friend to Friend liaison.
Friend to Friend is looking for Volunteers to help work in the East Granby Thrift Store.
Proceeds from the Thrift Store go to help support the Food Pantry. The thrift store hours are
Tuesday and Saturday 10:00 am – 2:00 pm and Thursday 2:00 pm – 6:00 pm.
Please contact Sandy Landolina, 860-392-8362, if you are interested in learning more about
voluntering for a shift.

Worship & Caring Ministry
In-Person Worship and COVID guidelines……
The director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention loosened the social distancing
recommendations on Tuesday, April 27 announcing that fully vaccinated people who wear masks can safely
attend indoor events. So EGCC has been doing well with the guidelines we have in place. W&C & is
monitoring what the state of CT also recommends.
Just last week we changed the seating to alternate rows feeling that we no longer needed to keep as much
distance between all of us. We continue to have the offering plate on the table as you enter and will continue to
use the disposable Communion pacs as ways to avoid lots of hand to hand contact.
We are slowly taking steps to return to a more typical in person worship style.
Sunday worship volunteers: I deeply appreciate the 3 people who have each continually been sure that there is
a tech person on Sunday morning. Because of them you see the music performance on the wall in the
Sanctuary and if viewing the live streaming, you see the camera focused on the right person for each portion of
the service.
If you have an interest in learning to operate the equipment contact Dave Harrold, chair of the Tech Team. Bill
Bowers or Rob Crocker can certainly answer questions to help you understand the process.
Live streaming is going to be a permanent part of our worship programs.
We always need a LAY LEADER, a GREETER and 2 USHERS – please contact Thelma or Bridget Bortz.
FLOWERS for the Alter: please consider doing this. If you have questions contact Karen Short.

Music on Sundays: Juli Hall, our organist and pianist will be playing in the Sanctuary on some Sundays as we
slowly resume the in-person music.
Our schedule for Pastors and music is…
May 2, Communion Sunday: Rev Michael Ader with Mary and Juli performing music (prerecorded)
May 9: Rev Craig Cowing with a special “collage” honoring Mother’s Day.
This will be music and other presentations by children and adults (organized and prerecorded by Leticia &
Mary)
May 16: Rev Pam Vollinger with Juli and a bells group performing live
May 23: Rev Terry Schmitt with a violinist and cellist live performance
May 30: Memorial Day weekend: to be announced
We welcome your input, suggestions, comments, criticisms at any time as we navigate this time of returning to church. Let
us know what is your comfort level with being in-person, would you attend a fellowship time after church, should we
consider singing with masks, what would you like to see in the service again?
Blessings to you all,

Thelma Wilmot, chair Worship & Caring

taweg46@gmail.com

860 219-927

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Dear EGCC Friends,
I hope that you are enjoying a hopeful spring. Here in Minnesota, as in Connecticut, the weather has been
fickle – one day that is hot enough for t-shirts can be followed immediately by snow flurries. Magnolia trees are
doused with snow before a stretch of sunny days that bring up new flowers, just to drop back to freezing
overnight. It’s a little confusing, and sometimes frustrating, isn’t it! But there is beauty in each type of weather,
and we know that spring is really on its way even if that means a variety of temperatures and precipitation
along the way.
I find this mix of weather a pretty perfect analogy for the stage we find ourselves in with music at EGCC.
In some ways, we are ready to move forward to those sunny days of live music – hello, bell ringers! And in
some ways, our best outlook for the day is to curl up with a cup of cocoa and enjoy watching a couple of Mary
Larews collaborate with a couple of Juli Halls via video. We might pine for the days of consistent sunny warmth
– the return of the choir, chatting with Juli each week after her postlude, the full roster of bell ringers filling the
front of the sanctuary – and those days are coming! But we are still in the equivalent of spring in our return to
music in person, and I wanted to give you a bit of a musical forecast so you can look forward to upcoming
Sundays with a little more information.

First, please know that my primary goal as your Music Director is to provide the EGCC community with a
variety of music that uplifts, comforts, and inspires you. At this time, sometimes that goal is best served by
continuing to create videos so that I can edit together recordings of musicians who cannot currently collaborate
within the same space or in the church sanctuary. We look forward to sharing several new music videos with
you over the course of the month! And we look forward to continuing to introduce live music back into the
sanctuary during worship, too.
Mother’s Day presents us with an opportunity to celebrate, and Leticia and I will interweave recorded offerings
and greetings with music. In order to maximize our ability to share the spoken words along with music,
recordings will be the ideal way to present music in worship on that day.

May 16, we will welcome back members of the bell choir to play during worship. This time, they will join in
collaboration with Juli at the piano!
One more special music offering will take place on May 23, when two guest musicians will provide music live
from the sanctuary during worship. Violinist Justin Green and cellist Marisa Jardim will share their gifts with us
that morning.
To round out the month, we will have new music videos to share with you in worship on May 30.
If you would like to be a part of making music for worship in future months, please do not hesitate to let me
know and we can discuss the best format for sharing your gifts!

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy all of the varieties of springtime weather and music.
With hope, whether in snowflakes or in sunshine,

Mary Larew

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THAT PARTICIPATED!!
Hello Beloveds,
As part of our C&Y Faith Formation training to teach our kiddos the importance and value of giving to others in
need, we provided a special opportunity with the Lenten Mini Mission Project.
For Lenten season the kids were given a little cardboard donation box to color and decorate as they wished,
and they were encouraged to save their coins for helping another in need.
During that time, a local East Granby family suffered a house fire. As you may imagine this was traumatizing
and left the family in need of pretty much everything. We shared only minimal details with the kids about the
fire however, in our daily teaching, we continually stress “How can we love like Jesus loves”.
Update: Dave Harrold shared that our kids collected a whopping total of $341.84!!
Additionally, EGCC Mission and Outreach has generously offered to increase and round out the grand total to
$600.00!
Side note: We laughed out loud as Dave mentioned that there were some Big Y silver coins, some foreign
money
, and perhaps some wooden nickels mixed in. With a smile on our faces, we could imagine the kids
scurrying around the house collecting anything they thought would help! God bless their sweet hearts .
***A special thanks to Dave Harrold for joyfully counting a gazillion coins and other.
Prayer: Holy God, we thank you for the generous hearts that contribute with their collection, their prayers and
their desire to be more like Jesus. We pray for the East Granby family in need. May you multiply these humble
offerings and carry the family through their hardships in every way possible. May all see your love shining
through. AMEN.

Friday Night Book Group
With a nod to Mother’s Day our May book selection is “Women Rowing North” by Mary Pipher. In this
nonfiction work “Pipher offers a timely examination of the cultural and developmental issues women face as
they age. Drawing on her own experience as daughter, sister, mother, grandmother, caregiver, clinical
psychologist, and cultural anthropologist, she explores ways women can cultivate resilient responses to the
challenges they face.” Pipher writes, “If we have planned carefully and packed properly, if we have good maps
and guides, the journey can be transcendent.” About the book, NPR.org states, “Women of all ages will find
much to reflect on, and respond to, in this collection of lives lived and lost.”

Our next meeting is Friday May 14th at 7 pm on the Zoom platform, and we welcome any and all newcomers.
It will undoubtably be a lively discussion and an evening filled with great fellowship, good humor, and pearls of
wisdom. If you’d like to join in, please send your email address to Wendy so she can include you in the Zoom
invitation.

If you can’t make it this month, but would like to read ahead, our book selection for June is the classic “Emma”
by Jane Austen. Please direct any questions about the books or the group to Wendy Bowers at
fitwits@cox.net or call/text 860-478-0685.

Hope to see you on the 14th. Until then, as always, happy reading!

Heads Up! Hartford News
We have such exciting news to share!!!
With thanks and gratitude for all your prayers and contributions, we are pleased to announce that HUH was
able to raise nearly $15,000 as a result of our Gathering of Hearts fundraiser! These dollars are so needed as
we have never turned any camper away due to lack of funds. We are not sure what this year will bring in terms
of families abilities to cover camp costs after the last year plus. Once again, EGCC was a sponsor of this
event. Thank you all SO much!
In addition, we could not be more excited to announce the 2021 camp format! Our Operations Team has been
hard at work planning a week of service, fun, and connection. To be as safe as possible within CDC and OEC
guidelines and restrictions around summer camps, we have updated our camp format this year. Instead of an
overnight camp, we are excited to offer a week-long hybrid camp, with both virtual and in-person events.
Camp will take place from Monday, June 21st - Sunday, June 27th. Here is a schedule of our hybrid program
(subject to change):
 Monday: June 21: In-person outdoor camp kick-off (during the day in Hartford)
 Tuesday: June 22 - Friday June 25: Virtual camp days (Zoom) with different sessions throughout the

afternoon and evening
 Saturday: June 26 - Sunday, June 27: In-person outdoor community service days (during the day in

Hartford)
We understand that families have different levels of comfort around in-person gatherings, so all campers are
welcome to participate in both our in-person and virtual programming, or select only our virtual programs to
attend. Camp tuition for 2021 will be $175 to reflect this altered format.
Whether they choose to participate in our full hybrid program or our virtual-only program, all campers will still
enjoy our full camp experiences, including:
 community service projects (campers will receive a camp kit with service materials)
 youth-led worship service
 community-building “team time” activities for all campers
 game and activity nights
 guest speaker programs and workshops
We hope to see you there! HUH information and camper registration forms can be found under “Camp Info” at
headsuphartford.org. If you have any questions about HUH please feel free to contact Gayle Wilcox at
860-653-2460.

