


 
Dear Friends, 
 

As I write this note to you, we have just entered the wonderful season of Advent.  It was an absolute  
joy to watch our little ones kick off the season with the “Hanging of the Greens” in worship, as they brought  
forward all the characters and animals that will attend our crèche in the days before Mary and Joseph arrive  
on Christmas Eve.  Two of our teens narrated the story, and the choir offered the familiar song “All the Friendly 
Beasts”.  It is traditions like this one that help us to tell the story anew every year, and which remind us of all  
the years past when being a part of God’s story as it is unfolding has strengthened and sustained each of us. 

 
Advent is one of my favorite times of the year.  We get to contemplate the great mystery of a 

 “little child” who will lead us.  We focus on life-affirming themes such as hope, peace, love and joy.  We  
reconnect with friends and family we’ve not seen in some time.  The anticipation as we go to the mailbox of a 
card from someone far away is exhilarating.  The aromas of cookies baking, cinnamon on the stove, and wood 
burning in the fireplace transport us on fond memories to long-ago times we’ve cherished. 

 
Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation.  The meaning and joy of Christmas cannot be grasped 

hurriedly.  The wisdom of Advent is that it gives us the time we need to prepare ourselves, and to grow into the 
joy of Christmas. 

 
I am so blessed to be sharing this precious season with you for a fifth year!  As I look out from behind 

the pulpit on Sunday mornings, I can hardly contain the depth of the love I feel for each and all of you.  This will 
be a wonderful time in our shared life, and I want to encourage you to immerse yourself in life here, so that you 
might be fully prepared to celebrate the wonder of Christmas anew this year. 

 
For the second year, our vocal and bell choirs will present a special holiday concert for our community 

at the East Granby Library, on Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00.  And on Sunday, December 11th, we will  
host the Hockanum Valley Ringers in concert in our sanctuary at 3:00 PM.  I hope you will plan to attend both  
of these events, to really get into the swing of the season!  Our Sunday worship experiences will be filled with  
uplifting and inspiring music, the lighting of our Advent wreath, and participation by our children as their  
excitement grows.  May we too be filled with their sense of innocence, their bold faith in the miracles of God, 
and their happiness at how God surprises and delights us in unexpected ways. 

 
On December 10th, we’ll enjoy a special time of worship, fellowship, and dinner together, as we honor 

the memories we have of loved ones who will not be with us to share Christmas in person this year, but who 
remain in our hearts each day. 

 
We will gather for three very different worship experiences on Christmas Eve.  Come and be a part of 

the Christmas story at 4:00; join us for lessons and carols along with candlelight at 7:00; and for a more  
contemplative time of candlelight and Communion at 11:00.   

 
This year marks the first time in my nearly 20 years in ministry that I will be serving a congregation  

when Christmas Day falls on a Sunday.  We’re planning a perhaps shorter worship service, without a sermon, 
but with members of our congregation sharing memories of their favorite Christmases from days gone by.   
I am grateful to be with such a wonderful church family to share this most beautiful season. I hope and pray  
that Christmas this year for each of you will be filled with hope, love, peace and joy.   
May God bless you always. 
 
With thankfulness for Emmanuel – God With Us, 
 
Pastor Denise 
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