MARCH 2021
You are encouraged to join us for:
LENTEN Series - Lectio Divina - a contemplative scripture study
Saturday 9:00 - 10:30 AM

February 20 - April 3

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Weekly Worship in the Sanctuary. Contact the church office via
email (Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com) or call 860-653-2987 to register to attend in person.
The service is streamed live on the EGCC web Site www.egchurch.org and a copy can
be viewed anytime on the web site.
Please plan to join us on Palm Sunday for a special intergenerational service at 10:30.
Watch your email for further information on attending this service.

Greetings to EGCC Members and Friends. Please know that the EGCC Staff and Council continue to pray for
your safety and well-being and that our lives begin to align to some sense of normalcy.
Please know that I am honored to be able to serve God and our Church in 2021 in the role of Moderator. I
commit to do the best that I can and pray that it will be enough.
I am genuinely excited to see where our journey leads us in this 285 th year of East Granby Congregational
Church. I am confident that God has a plan with many opportunities to serve in love along the way.
Throughout my time at EGCC I have witnessed your servanthood through the multitude of programs that have
been offered to our own congregation, the community and around the world. I have heard stories about what
those that came before us were able to accomplish; we have a strong legacy to build on and God will be
faithful in discerning our path if we ask for direction and follow his light that leads the way.
As we are in the midst of our 40-day Lenten journey, I encourage you to pause and reflect on how you can
serve to move our Church forward. I am thankful to those Ministry Member Leaders, Officers and
Congregants that have stepped forward to lead in 2021 and encourage others to prayerfully consider joining a
Ministry or Team. We do not have to do this alone as God is always surrounding us and lifting us up to do the
work we are called to do. From personal experience, I know that the blessings you receive from serving will
far outweigh the effort required.
Keeping in mind James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”
Let us work together to continue to bring life to the EGCC Purpose Statement:

The East Granby Congregational Church, U.C.C., is called to receive the
abundant life and love of God, to love the Lord our God with all of our heart,
mind, soul and strength and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
With the power of the Holy Spirit, we will do this by:
 Seeking first the Kingdom of God
 Following Jesus Christ and being formed as disciples
 Serving our neighbors and spreading God’s word in our own community and
the greater world
In an effort to enhance EGCC Council communications with you and the community please see a new addition
to the Beacon; Council Corner where we will report out on Council activities.
I always encourage feedback and thank you in advance for your support.
With Blessings to you and your families and friends,
Pamela Turner
EGCC Moderator

COUNCIL CORNER
Greetings! This new monthly feature will provide an overview of Council activities. This is intended only as a summary.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact any of the Council members (listed below). Minutes of our meetings will
also be available in the church office for your review.
We welcomed the Rev. Dr. Sandra L. Fischer to our February meeting. Rev. Dr. Fischer will be providing pastoral care for
us while we continue searching for our interim pastor. Time was taken for introductions of all of the Council members
including discussions of why we keep coming to EGCC and current “roses and thorns” in our lives. This was an effective
ice breaker, allowing Rev. Dr. Fischer to get to know us, and us her.
Web Master - It is with deep regret that we announce the resignation of our Web Master, Lauren Ouellette, effective
February 19th. We are working with Lauren and the On-Line Team to make sure all of her activities are covered in the
short-term while we determine our long-term plans.
Interim Pastor Search – The Interim pastor Search team continues its activities to find a new interim pastor. Our
conference minister warns us this search will be very difficult, as we have already seen. In related news, Rev. Tamara
Moreland, our conference minister, is leaving her conference post to accept a settled pastor role. We do not yet know
how the conference will be replacing her.
Ministry / Council Meeting Schedule – The schedule for ministry and Council meetings has changed. Ministry meetings
will now be the first Monday of each month, with Council meetings following on the second Monday of each month. We
also plan to reinstate the spiritual growth time ahead of the all-ministry meetings.
Live Worship Service – Council continues to support Worship and Caring Ministry to make sure our Sunday services are
maintained. A lot of effort goes into making these services happen each week – especially during the pandemic. Please
thank the Worship and Caring Ministry members – both last year’s and this year’s teams - for duty above and beyond
the call. We averaged about 20 people at each of the first 2 in-person Sundays. There is room for many more people as
you become comfortable returning to in-person services. The ministry is working to reinstate traditional parts of the
service, such as Time with Children. Council is also looking at the timing of the online Sunday School sessions in relation
to the regular service.
Technology Team – The Online Team that was instrumental in setting up our online (recorded) services and now the
live-streamed services is being expanded to include all things technology. The team is working on a foundational
document to be reviewed at the March Council meeting.

Pam Turner
Bill Bowers
Gene Wilmot
Carl Pitney
Kate Boyer
Thelma Wilmot

Moderator
Vice Moderator
Treasurer

Spiritual Formation (co-chair)
Spiritual Formation (co-chair)

Worship and Caring

Gayle Wilcox
Karen Rhodes
Adah Dionne
Judy Goff
Bill Hoerle
Fran Pokorny

Abundant Life (co-chair)
Abundant Life (co-chair)
Human Resources
Missions and Outreach
Physical Resources
Finance

Announcements
Pastoral Care for EGCC
Welcome Rev. Dr. Sandra L. Fischer
The EGCC Council is pleased to announce that we have a signed agreement with local UCC Pastor
Rev. Dr. Sandra L. Fischer to provide pastoral care for our congregation while we continue to search
for an Interim Pastor. Rev. Fischer currently serves as Associate Minister of Adult Spiritual Life and
Outreach at neighboring South Congregational Church in Granby CT.
Rev. Fisher is a former attorney and administrative adjudicator. Upon answering her call to the
ministry, Rev. Fischer left the practice of law to attend Yale Divinity School where she earned her
Master of Divinity degree, and subsequently earned a Doctor of Ministry from Hartford Seminary
focused on congregational collaboration and merger. In addition to serving South Congregational
Church, Rev Fischer is a Consulting Specialist working with churches to support their path to discover
creative multi-church collaborative solutions to promote vital ministries.
If you find yourself in need of emotional and/or spiritual support, Sandra welcomes our Congregation
to reach out to her directly via email at sandra@southchurch.necoxmail.com
If you do not have email, please contact Thelma Wilmot/Worship and Caring Chair, Pam
Turner/Moderator or Bill Bowers/Vice Moderator and we will put you in contact with Sandra.

A Change in the Office Hours
The Council is announcing that our EGCC Office hours will change to 10-3 Tuesday – Friday effective
March 1, 2021. This will better align Janet’s time in the office to the timing of her responsibilities.
You may contact her at 860-653-2987 or 860-653-4966 or Email Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com

LENTEN Series - Lectio Divina - a contemplative scripture study
Saturday 9:00 - 10:30 AM

February 20 - April 3

Pastor Pam met with a group on January 30, 2021, this style of meditative scripture study. No
background in the bible is needed -- just life experience! The group enjoyed the experience so
much that they are doing it for Lent. Anyone can join at any point for one session, a few
sessions or all and enjoy it. It is a chance to slow down, listen, learn, respond (if you choose),
and strengthen your relationship with God. No experience needed, just a willing mind, heart,
and soul. We will be doing ZOOM meetings. Please contact Edie Doherty if you wish to
participate.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Journey Home
The following is information about one of the charities that we support Journey Home in Hartford. They are having their Annual Fundraising
Event on March 25, 2021, from 7-8pm virtually. Each participant will
receive a behind-the-scenes look at Journey Home, get a chance to bid on
fabulous auction items, have loads of fun with their interactive activities,
and have a chance to win some cool prizes. When you register, you may
purchase a party watch box and receive the makings of a cocktail party
sent to your door, containing local goodies and golden tickets. There are
a limited number of these boxes.
Registration is free and started on February 11th at 9am. Visit Journey
Home's website, journeyhomectevents.org for more information.
Remember that HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS, AND EVERY HEART
DESERVES A HOME! This charity is working to end homelessness.

Friend to Friend

Worship & Caring Ministry
We are in the season of Lent and still in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. But we are feeling hope as people are
beginning to receive the vaccine. There is hope that we will again be in the church for services and church school and
choirs. God tells us to have patience and hope.
The following blessing is based on the Ash Wednesday Reading from Joel 2:12-13, part of the February 17 service led by
Pastor Pam. May this blessing bring you comfort this Lenten season.
REND YOUR HEART

To receive this blessing,
all you have to do
is let your heart break.
Let it crack open.
Let it fall apart
so you can see
its secret chambers,
the hidden spaces
where you have hesitated
to go.
Your entire life
is here, inscribed whole
upon your heart's walls:
every path taken
or left behind,
every face you turned toward
or turned away,
every word spoken in love
or in rage,
every line of your life
you would prefer to leave
in shadow,
every story that shimmers
with treasures known
and those you have yet
to find.
It could take you days
to wander these rooms.
Forty, at least.
And let this be
a season for wandering,
trusting the breaking,
for tracing the rupture
that will return you
to the One who waits,
who watches,
who works within
the rending
to make your heart
whole.
from Circle of Grace, copyright 2015 by Jan Richardson.janrichardson.com.

W&C is working on pulpit supply for the month of March. We continue with our in-person services at 10:30 that are
also live streamed. There has been an average of 20-24 attending each week. The Church Council works with W&C as
we continue to adjust our guidelines to be more flexible. We look forward to having space for more than 42 to be presentalthough we are not at capacity yet!

A shout out of appreciation to the few who have volunteered every week to assist by being a tech, a lay leader, an usher
or a greeter. If you are comfortable attending in person please consider signing up…..
Greeter/attendance checker: at the East entrance to check temperatures, look at the signup list and direct people to the
stairs or elevator
2 ushers: pre service setup and then as people arrive direct to open pews
LAY LEADER: do announcements (if any), Welcome, Call to Worship, read the printed Invocation & Lord’s Prayer
(provided by the pastor each week), Offering: invitation and blessing
W&C has a list of online sites for all of these parts, also pages of pieces you may choose to use
We try hard to not leave you feeling overwhelmed!
BRIDGET BORTZ would love to hear from you 860 202-7199 bridgetbortzOD@gmail.com

Time with the Children: Thelma Wilmot is coordinating this so that there is a focused moment each week for the younger
listeners (and hopefully it reaches the other ages too!)
Goal: 3-4 minutes max using a handheld mike and using a prepared script – with maybe a visual
Materials: a book of children’s sermons, online resources and puppets if you would like to use them
Some of us remember Nancy Ide, the “Bag Lady” and some of us remember Shaggy and Friends ……
Let’s give some of those memories to our current children.
taweg46@gmail.com 860 219-9272 I’d love to hear from you….
Lent and Easter Services
Maundy Thursday April 1: we will have an in-person and live streamed service.
This is in the planning stages so details will be announced later in March
EASTER April 4 at 10:30 in person and live streaming
We will not have a Sunrise Service nor a breakfast this year due to ongoing concerns about social distancing

Flowers…..please sign up to have flowers grace our altar and then be given to a person of your choice or
someone from the list W&C has of shut-ins and others who would love the joy that flowers bring.
Sign up on the church website: egchurch.org; chose Volunteer tab – flowers are a drop-down item. Or contact
Karen Short at 860 490-8124.

ZOOM Fellowship: if there is a positive response to the February 28 time we will continue to offer fellowship gatherings,
usually on the 3rd Sunday of the month. A W&C member hosts these 45-minute sessions from 12 -12:45. You register with
the host, then an invite to the Zoom session is sent on Saturday evening. It is a way to “see” many of us who are not able
to attend in person.

Greetings Beloveds,

Similar to Advent, Lenten season is often associated with waiting. The standard definition for
waiting is “the action of staying where one is or delaying action until a particular time or until
something else happens.” This season is the perfect time to slow down, set aside busyness and
re-focus our hearts before the Lord. Are we so excited to focus on God that we say to
ourselves and others, “I can’t wait to get more focused on God!”? If not, what exactly then are
we excited to wait for?

After a little research I compiled a list of some popular things most people wait for.

1. Cookies to bake
3. Success
5. A first kiss
7. Love
9. Wedding day
11.Take a vacation
13.Favorite holiday
15.Doctor’s report

2. An apology
4. Baby to arrive
6. Child to graduate
8. To lose weight
10.In line to be next
12.Waiting for the other shoe to drop
14.That “special” something

Priest, professor, theologian, and Christian writer Henri Nouwen says, “Active waiting means
present fully to the moment, in the conviction that something is happening where you are and
that you want to be present to it.”
What is “Active waiting”?

(Henri Nouwen continued)

Most of us consider waiting as something very passive, a hopeless state determined by events
totally out of our hands. The bus is late? We cannot do anything about it, so we have to sit
there and just wait. It is not difficult to understand the irritation people feel when somebody
says, “Just wait.” Words like that push us into passivity.
But there is none of this passivity in Scripture. Those who are waiting are waiting very actively.
They know that what they are waiting for is growing from the ground on which they are
standing. Right here is a secret for us about waiting. If we wait in the conviction that a seed
has been planted and that something has already begun, it changes the way we wait. Active
waiting implies being fully present to the moment with the conviction that something is
happening where we are and that we want to be present to it. A waiting person is someone
who is present to the moment, believing that this moment is the moment.
Won’t you join me in this beautiful season by learning to actively wait on God alone?
Scripture offers guidance on waiting, here are a few verses to refer to:
1. Romans 12:12 - "Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer."
2. Psalm 27:14 - "Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord."
3. 2 Peter 3:9 - "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.
Instead, he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance."
4. Exodus 14:14 - "The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still."
5. Isaiah 30:18 - "Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore, he will rise up to show
you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!"
6. Isaiah 40:31 -"but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint."
Prayer: Lord may we have hope in our hearts and burn with the desire to always wait on
you, your plan, your timing, and your sovereign will to be done here on earth and for
eternity. AMEN
Love and Peace,

Leticia

A Huge Thank You to Lauren Ouellette
As you may have heard or read elsewhere in the Beacon this month, our EGCC Web Master, Lauren,
has resigned her position effective February 19, 2021. Lauren first joined EGCC as our
Administrative Assistant in 2016 and worked in that role until 2019. At that time, she agreed to
assume the web master role which she has done for the past 2 years.
Throughout her tenure at EGCC, we have benefitted from Lauren’s energy, work ethic and creativity
as she helped us with many special projects (see picture below).
In her admin role, she worked in the Church office managing the day-to-day roles of document
preparation (bulletins, beacons, emails) as well as being the church calendar owner, managing the
computer equipment, coordinating phone and email communications and greeting visitors, as well as
supporting the ministries and the staff.
While in the office and later as the web master, Lauren’s efforts established a more visible presence
of EGCC in our community and the world as she updated and managed our web site and social
media.
When COVID-19 hit, in 4-5 days for the first time, she used her remarkable computer audio video
production skills to merge 8+ videos from 3-5 different sources into a worship service which looked
seamless and was ready by Sunday morning. That continued from March to December and for many
of those weeks she spent Friday nights and Saturdays getting it finished for all to enjoy on Sunday.
A remarkable example of dedicated and creative work.
We can’t thank her enough and wish her God’s blessings as she continues her work and life journey.

2020 EAST GRANBY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH MEMORY TREE HONOREES
"IT IS BETTER TO LIGHT A CANDLE THAN TO CURSE THE DARKNESS."

The East Granby Congregational Church Music Committee wishes to recognize those donors who have
honored their family and friends to whom the Memory Tree was dedicated this holiday season. The thought of
each person represented by a single bulb together on one special tree illuminates the air with memories.

Bea Adams (2)
Tammy Yoczik Aston
Carol and James Austin
Mildred and William Austin
Robert Austin
Bill Baker
Lynn and Art Barstow (2)
Sheila Beneski
Nancy and Al Biddleman (4)
Bruce Birmingham
Dana and Scott Birmingham
Herb Birmingham
Ken Birmingham
Rod Birmingham (3)
Scott Boardman
Bob Brault
Keith Buell
The Rev. Alan Buttaro (4)
Ruth and Vigilio Cecchini
Elizabeth and Ray Collins
Peggy Crane Coyne
Kennedy Crane, Jr.
Kennedy Crane, III
Mittie and Kennedy Crane
Robert Crane
Toby Crane
Lillian and Howard Cushman
Patrick Cusick
Bob Derry
Virginia Dimock
Sue Duff
Marjorie Earls
Bea Estby
Fitzy Fitzsimmons
Jason Fitzsimmons
Doris Goff
Marjorie and Francis Goff
Lillian Buell Goss
Katie and Arthur Goulet
Liz Granger
Janet Yoczik Gray
Juli Hall and David Sims
Linda and David Harrold
Caroline and Dave Hayden
Susie and Bruce Hayden
Edna and Stan Herzig
Dorothy Higgins
Angie Hoffer

Bill Holeman
Betty Anne and Ted Holly (2)
Nancy and Art Ide
Charles Kingsbury
Elizabeth and Lewis Kingsbury
Judith Kingsbury
Mary Larew
Walter Leavenworth
Carleton Lloyd
Mertie and Albert Lloyd
Denise Marchese
MaryAnn Markowski
Tim Maynard
Nancy Means
Margaret Crane Merritt
Lew Noble (2)
Winifred and Clymer Noble (2)
Kathlyn Parrick
Molly and Frank Phillips
Kayla Pokorny
Prince William, Princess Kate,
Princes George and Louis
and Princess Charlotte
Princess Diana
Anne and John Rafferty
John Rafferty (4)
Barbara Regan
Edward Rice
Gladys and Ralph Ridgeway
James Roberson
Wyima (“Y”) and Charles Root
Judy St. James
Josephine and Arthur Schwartz
Evelyn and Charles Sharp, Sr.
Edith Sheldon
Madeline and Marshall Short
Isabel and John Simonds
Bill Skinner
Steven Stawniczy
Orrie Lloyd Sweatt
Roderick Sweet
The Reverend Denise Terry
Barbara Ridgeway Vaughn
Mike Viets
Rod Vilasuco
The Reverend Pamela Vollinger
Warren Warfield
Cora and Ted Watkins

Winnie and Don Wescott
Agnes and Malcolm Wilcox
Frances and Merrill Wilcox
Ina and Warren Wilcox
Marion and Charles Wilson
Bill Worcester
The Reverend Sara Worcester
Esther and Thomas Yoczik
Judith and Thomas Yoczik
Louis Yoczik

Friday Night Book Group
March is a long month and a tough one for many of us who just want to fast forward to Spring. Our
Friday Night Book Group has a book that will grab your attention and help to pass the time!
We are reading “Educated” by Tara Westover. This is riveting account of one woman’s struggle to
overcome her survivalist Mormon family upbringing and obtain a true education. Westover’s memoir
details the unbelievable journey from her isolated life in the Idaho mountains to completing a PhD
program in history at Cambridge University. She started college at age 17 after having had no formal
education, and her book explores her efforts to reconcile her desire to learn with the radical world in
which she grew up. This book is an eyebrow raiser! Come join us and see!
Our next meeting is on Friday March 12th at 7:00 pm on the Zoom platform. If you’d like to jump in
on what promises to be a lively and interesting discussion, please send your email address to Wendy
so she can include you in the Zoom invitation. If you can’t make it this month but would like to read
ahead for our April 9th meeting, we will be reading “The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk Kidd. If you
have any questions, please contact Wendy Bowers at fitwits@cox.net or call/text 860-478-0685.
Hope to see you on the 12th. And as always, Happy Reading!

Meal Train Ministry
The Worship and Caring Ministry would like to recognize the following member families who provided
meals for the Newhall family after the passing of Rick Newhall’s father. The meals were very much
appreciated by the Newhall family. Thank you to the Hechts, Harrolds, Shorts, Wilcoxes, McGarrys,
Boyers and the Vollingers for their kind consideration.

Gathering of Hearts
2021 Celebration & Virtual Auction

SAVE THE DATE!!
Join our online Auction to benefit Heads Up! Hartford,
Bidding will be open at 4 pm on March 27 and will
close on Saturday, March 27 at 9 pm.
Join our Heads Up! Hartford Celebration online
March 27, 2021
7:00 - 7:45 pm
To register for the event visit: www.headsuphartford.org

Republic at the Linden has crafted a special carry out
menu for the evening to accompany our event.
To place your order – Please visit
RepublicCT.com/HeadsUpHartford
Watch for more detail. Contact Gayle Wilcox or Adah Dionne if you have
any questions.
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Pastoral Care:
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Sunday School Teacher:
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Music Director:
Organist:
Administrative Assistant:

TBD
Rev. Dr. Sandra L Fischer
Leticia Soltero
Erin Schultheis
TBD
Mary Larew
Juliana Hall
Janet May

Elected Leaders
Moderator, Council Chair:
Vice-Moderator:
Treasurer:
Income Recorder:
Expenses Recorder:

Pamela Turner
Bill Bowers
Gene Wilmot
Dave Harrold
Betsy Mack

Abundant Life:
Financial Resources:
Human Resources:
Missions & Outreach:
Spiritual Formation:
Physical Resources:
Worship & Caring:

Gayle Wilcox
Karen Rhodes
Fran Pokorny
Adah Dionne
Judy Goff
Kate Boyer
Carl Pitney
Bill Hoerle
Thelma Wilmot

Key Church Communication Facts
Telephone:
Office Hours:
Email
Web Site
Donations

860-653-2987 or 860-653-4966 Fax: 860-653-8187
10:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tuesday – Friday
Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com
www.egchurch.org

Mail checks or click the donate icon on-line at www.egchurch.org

Beacon Information
The Beacon is published the 1st of each month by The East Granby Congregational Church (UCC).
Beacon Articles are due on the 24th day of the month for the next publication.
A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles and will be subject editing/formatting.
Articles should be sent to Janet using the Office email address Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
with a copy to egccwebmasterCC@egchuech.necoxmail.com

Meeting Information
EGCC Ministry meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month.
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month.
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend.

Volunteer Opportunities / Contacts
Sunday Sanctuary Flowers:
On-line form www.egchurch.org/flower-donations
Sunday Worship Teams
Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters
On-line form https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bREwXvpbqu0amK1fKm23AXS7ByCsb3_8_EmrrBI7mgk/edit?usp=sharing
Contact Bridget Bortz / Thelma Wilmot
Tech Team Audio / Visual Support
Sanctuary Sound / Camera / Web-Streaming
Contact Dave Harrold

