APRIL 2021
Highlights
Easter Service Sunday April 4th. There will be in
house worship at 10:30 am. No pre-registration.
Only requirement: Wear Your Mask.

Greetings to EGCC Members and Friends. Happy Easter and Happy Spring!
I continue to see many signs that “Spring has Sprung” as we start to adjust to life
post-pandemic. As you know we have started to re-gather at the Church for Sunday worship and the
Council is currently working on guidelines to allow both Church groups and external groups to utilize
our meeting space.
As part of our Council and Ministry Team meetings this year, we are gathering as a group for spiritual
reflection. At our March meeting we were given the opportunity to reflect on
1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-20. In this passage Paul describes the Church and does this by drawing a
parallel between the human body and the functioning of the Church. Paul describes the body as
having many parts that God placed just as he wanted them to be.
As I contemplate the start of Holy Week, and the eventual CELEBRATION of Easter I remind myself
that Easter is not simply a magical time, but that Christ is with us everywhere, all the time. Christ
lives and breathes through the body of the Church and that we, as the many parts of Christ’s body,
are called to work together towards the purpose of Love
….we are, called to receive the abundant life and love of God, to love the Lord our
God with all of our heart, mind, soul and strength and to love our neighbors as
ourselves
Please check out the Council Corner and the various opportunities at the Church as described in the
Ministry and Team updates throughout the Beacon.
I thank you all for contributing to the life of EGCC.
I always encourage feedback and thank you in advance for your support.
With Blessings to you and your families and friends,
Pamela Turner
EGCC Moderator

COUNCIL CORNER
Greetings! This new monthly feature provides an overview of Council activities. This is intended only as a summary. If
you have any questions, feel free to contact any of the Council members (listed below). Minutes of our meetings will
also be available in the church office for your review.
Interim Pastor Search – Your Moderator, Vice-Moderator, and head of the search team met with our conference
minister, Rev. Tamara Moreland, to discuss the difficulties we have been having in finding an interim minister. Rev.
Moreland gave us a few suggestions including a possible change to a search for a Designated–Term Minister, a new
ministry model whereby a minister is called for a designated term, often 3-5 years, with a specific set of goals outlined in
the call to focus on. This model is being considered by the Council and will be discussed more at the next Council
meeting. As discussed last month, Rev. Moreland has taken a call at a church in Norwalk and is no longer our
conference minister. The conference has not yet assigned a replacement.
We have also been discussing our difficulties with this search with other local pastors, including our current pastoral care
minister, the Rev. Dr. Sandra Fischer. Several thoughts and ideas are coming from these discussions. These will be
shared when they are more fully formed for possible action.
Gatherers Fund Raising – Judy Goff has made a few proposals for upcoming fund raisers. Look for information
elsewhere in this Beacon on a rummage sale planned for May 1. Thank you to Judy for your continued efforts on behalf
of the Gatherers.
Regathering – We continue to discuss the next steps to regathering to bring our church life back to “normal.” We are
closely monitoring state pandemic guidelines as well as the progress of the infection rates to determine when we can
take the next steps. In the meantime, we have been below capacity at the weekly worship services, so please come back
to in-person services as soon as you are comfortable doing so. Pre-registration is no longer required, but we do ask that
everyone use the East entrance and sign in with the greeter(s) there.
Outside Groups – Outside groups are expressing interest in resuming activities at EGCC. The Council is working on
pandemic guidelines that will allow for these groups to use our facilities safely - for both the outside groups involved as
well as our congregation. We hope to welcome some of these groups back as soon as April.
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Announcements
DID YOU KNOW…
The RED CROSS tells us that Donors really like the Round Room as a donation location.
In 2020, the Red Cross collected 169 units of blood at the Church. This means our direct support of blood drives in
2020 had the potential to positively affect 507 other people’s lives. 2021 will probably double that amount of lives
affected. Truly Amazing Stuff! Thank you!!
Missions and Outreach
Kathy Mock

The Christian book club meets via ZOOM at 1:00 AM on Tuesday every week.

We usually read about one or two
chapters a week from a book that we select together and then discuss its content. EVERYONE IS WELCOME! We have
all learned how to use the computer and are getting pretty good! (I hope that doesn't jinx us!) Some members take
leadership roles; some do biblical research or prayer time; still others come to listen. Contributions are given when an
individual feels moved or it matches their skills. The important outcome is that we have all come to care very much
about each other and look forward to our meetings. We just finished NIcodemus by Joy Buchanan.
Our next selection is Letters to the Church by Francis Chan.
If God had His way, what would your church look like?
The New York Times bestselling author of Crazy Love challenges readers to be the Church as God intends.




Do you want more from your church experience?
Does the pure gospel put you in a place of awe?
Are you ready to rethink church as you know it?
Sit with Pastor Francis Chan and be reminded that you are a part of something much bigger than
yourself, something sacred.
In his most powerful book yet, Chan digs deep into biblical truth, reflects on his own failures and
dreams, and shares stories of ordinary people God is using to change the world.
Chan says, “We’ve strayed so far from what God calls Church. We all know it. We know that what
we’re experiencing is radically different from the Church in Scripture. For decades, church leaders like
myself have lost sight of the inherent mystery of the Church. We have trained people sitting in the
pews to become addicted to lesser things. It’s time for that to change.”

When Jesus returns, will He find us caring for His Bride—even more than for our own lives? Letters to the
Church reminds us of how powerful, how glorious the Church once was … and calls us to once again be the Church
God intended us to be.
Edie Doherty

MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
OCTOBER 2, 2021
The Gatherers are planning a zoom bingo game on the
evening of Oct. 2, 2021. Lots of fun and prizes.

Friend to Friend
Food Pantry & Thrift Shop

In April, the Food Pantry is looking for donations of personal products, paper towels and
laundry detergent.
Thank you for all your help! If you have any questions please feel free to contact Linda Wolfe
our Friend to Friend liaison.
Friend to Friend is looking for Volunteers to help work in the East Granby Thrift Store.
Proceeds from the Thrift Store go to help support the Food Pantry. The store is closed until
spring.
Please contact Sandy Landolina, 860-392-8362, if you are interested in learning more about
voluntering for a shift.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
IT’S BACK!!!!!!!!!!!

THE ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE
May 1, 2021 – 9am-2pm
Council has approved the return of the Annual Rummage
Sale. It will be held on Saturday, May 1, from 9am – 2pm, in
the CEC round room. Setup will be on Thursday evening at
6:30pm. If AA is back in the building at that time, I will ask
them to help set up the tables, but others can come as well to
help. Friday will be the day we put the merchandise onto the
tables and establish pricing. Many hands will be needed for
that. I will probably start setup around 1pm. Help will
definitely be needed for Saturday at the sale. Masks will be
required and hand sanitizer will be plentiful. Coming and
going will be orchestrated to avoid crossovers, and Council
will determine which bathrooms will be available. Customers
will be let inside the room in groups so as to avoid crowding.
Waiting in line will be at 6’ distancing.
Your items can be brought to the CEC beginning after
Easter. I will let everyone know which room to put the items
in that are being donated. No clothing, computers, TVs, or
upholstered furniture. Please call me with questions.
Judy Goff

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Quem Quaeritis Trope:
A literary-musical elaboration of the medieval Easter liturgy consisting of a short dialogue between the Angel guarding
Christ's empty tomb and the three Marys. It begins with the Angel's question… (oxfordreference.com)
There is so much glorious music for Easter, isn’t there? In preparation for this article, I’ve been reflecting on many of my
favorites from throughout the ages. There are so many to choose from!
One piece in particular is pulling at me to explore further through this article, as, though ancient, it feels perfectly
relevant to our lives in the season of Easter, 2021. I worked with this piece, and pieces like it, as I prepared the final
production for my PhD portfolio. This production was a collection of medieval dramas assembled from a variety of areas
throughout Europe, between the 10th and 15th centuries, centered on the observance of Holy Week and Easter. I titled
the assembled production Quem Quaeritis, which is Latin for, “whom do you seek?” This question is central to a dialogue
that occurs in many medieval music dramas, starting with an Easter trope.
The essential elements of this encounter are contained in a dialogue that goes like this: an angel or two, upon seeing
three women approaching Jesus’s tomb early on Easter morning, asks, "Whom do you seek in the sepulcher, O followers
of Christ?" The women reply, "Jesus of Nazareth, the Crucified, O heavenly ones". The angel replies, "Why seek ye the
living among the dead. He is not here; he is risen, just as he foretold. Go, announce that he is risen from the sepulcher."
All of this dialogue was sung to chant, in Latin, and was performed as part of one of the many offices performed by
monastics.
It is a powerful image: the three women, intending to fulfill their duty and care for the body of their beloved Jesus in his
tomb – suddenly interrupted by that surprising conversation with an angel. The pathos of approaching the body in order
to tend to it – then the shocking and hopeful story – then the emotional swing toward joy in response to news so earthshattering and wonderful, surpassing these personal relationships with ramifications for all of us. How could such a brief
exchange of dialogue be more dramatic and powerful than this one?
Just before last Easter, we laid so many beloved parts of our lives in a “tomb.” For instance I envision the choir room at
EGCC, where I left notes to myself on upcoming music, on the music stand, and the chairs arranged for the next
rehearsal. You have similar visions, of scenes frozen and then unexpectedly abandoned, from that time.
Now here we are. We are slowly but surely returning to those tombs, to tend to what we have lost. Keenly do we feel
the griefs of this past year.
And yet also, like the women, we will not find what we anticipate. Going forward we will not be confronting our losses in
quite the ways we anticipate – our plans, though good ones, will almost certainly not be quite what God has planned.
EGCC friends, I continue to be humbled and grateful as we walk together in ways that none of us ever anticipated. In this
Easter season, may we all take moments to put ourselves into that ancient chanted dialogue, and see with new eyes,
how our future is different from our past. Let us be open to the new plans for us, with the joyful spirit of Easter.
Whom do you seek?
He is not here…he has risen…
Go, announce that he is risen!

Hopefully submitted, Mary Larew

Worship & Caring Ministry
Palm Sunday was such a joyful and wonderful presentation by Leticia, our DCE with
participation by so many of our families. We certainly appreciated the chance to see such talent
and feel the spirit of celebrating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
A huge bravo and thank you to everyone!
Maundy Thursday service on April 1 at 7:00 p.m. is in-person and live streamed. Rev Terry Schmitt will lead us as we
read Bible passages and share Communion remembering the first Last Supper that Jesus had with his disciples.

Easter Sunday
We hope you will feel uplifted by the floral cross at the east entrance driveway.
The Lloyd family will have decorated the form with a variety of flowers.
We sincerely appreciate their work!
Easter service on April 4 at 10:30 a.m. with Pastor Pam is in-person and live streamed. We will be having Communion
together.

Zoom Fellowship for April will be on April 18 following the service.
Until we can safely all worship together W&C will continue to host a time on the third Sunday each month.

In-Person Worship and COVID guidelines……
Although churches may return to 100% capacity we are expected to maintain 6” social distancing. Our seating plan for
now allows between 40 and 45 people to attend. We seem to be averaging about 22-25 each week so we are
comfortable continuing in this way.
We always need a LAY LEADER, a GREETER and 2 USHERS – please contact Thelma or Bridget Bortz.
A big smile and thanks to the core group who has filled these places each week since February and regularly check to
see if they are needed. Bless you!
FLOWERS for the Alter: please consider doing this. The alter looks wonderful and the person who receives them after is
always so delighted or take them home to enjoy.
Thelma Wilmot, chair Worship & Caring taweg46@gmail.com 860 219-9272

Hallelujah! Easter is upon us! Spring is here, and Praise God, an end to our isolation is becoming more
and more of a possibility! Hopefully you were able to participate in some of the more traditional
Easter activities this year, as compared to last year, at least! Maybe it was a ham dinner with
Grandma, attending an in person worship service or perhaps even going on a very special Easter egg
hunt! (We look forward to returning to our regularly scheduled Palm Sunday Easter Egg hunt in
2022!)
Speaking of eggs, did you know that eggs are a super healthy food? They are packed with protein,
include all 9 essential amino acids, and they are rich in iron, phosphorus, selenium and vitamins A,
B12, B2 and B5 (among others). Considering eggs can be a healthy addition to your diet, they are also
DELICIOUS!
Given the right conditions, eggs can also create new life on Earth! Have you ever seen a precious little
baby chick or duck? You may soon see them if you enter a farm store. They are so much fun to watch
as they run around together!
Eggs are an amazing creation, given by God, as a gift to our world. But what in reality, do eggs actually
have to do with Easter? Some Christians believe that eggs are symbolic of Jesus emerging from the
tomb! Some people feel that eggs are a reminder of new life, just like the life Jesus promises us if we
trust in Him. As it says in 2 Corinthians: “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
So, when you happen to enjoy an egg in the near future, or if you see a baby chick, think about how
they are a reminder that GOD has given us a new life in JESUS! Happy Easter! Happy Spring! Have an
Egg-celent April!

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: Leticia Soltero via Kate Boyer

Fun and Fancy Stuffed Eggs!

Kids! Have your caregivers help you make this Eggstra Special appetizer!
Ingredient Checklist

Directions

● 12 large eggs
● ¼ cup creamy salad

Step 1: Place eggs into a large saucepan, cover with

dressing (such as

minutes; turn off heat, cover pot, and let eggs cook in

mayonnaise)

hot water for at least 20 minutes. Drain and cover

● salt and ground black
pepper to taste

●
●
●
●

cold water, and bring to a boil. Let eggs boil for 3

eggs with cold water. Peel cooled eggs.

hot sauce

Step 2: Cut hard-cooked eggs in half lengthwise and

¼ teaspoon dry mustard

remove yolks; mash yolks in a bowl with creamy

4 drops red food coloring
4 drops blue food coloring

● 4 drops green food
coloring, or desired
amount

● 3 cups water

salad dressing, salt, black pepper, hot sauce, and dry
mustard until smooth.
Step 3: Place red, blue, and green food coloring into
3 different bowls and add about 1 cup water to each
bowl. Steep 8 egg white halves in each bowl, tinting
the egg whites pink, light blue, and green. If color is
too pale, add more coloring to bowls. Drain colored
egg whites on paper towels.
Step 4: Pipe or spoon egg yolk filling into colored
egg white halves; cover and chill before serving, at
least 30 minutes.

Nutrition Facts Per Serving: 87 calories; protein 6.3g; carbohydrates 1.1g; fat 6.3g; cholesterol 187.7mg; sodium
128.6mg. Recipe and image courtesy of all recipes.com.

Friday Night Book Group
We are celebrating Spring by treating ourselves to the newest novel by acclaimed author Sue Monk Kidd (best
known for The Secret Life of Bees & The Invention of Wings). The novel is titled The Book of Longings and it
"introduces us to Ana, a courageous, intelligent woman who marries Jesus long before his public ministry
begins. Based on meticulous historical research, this is a humanizing look at Jesus the man, as well as an
inspiring story of a strong woman living in a society bent on her silence.” (Good Housekeeping). “A master of
literary women’s fiction, Kidd always strikes a chord with her strong, feisty female protagonists … [The Book of
Longings] is written with reverence and strives for historical accuracy … it’s an engaging story about a young
woman defying the odds to make her voice heard, a story that remains relevant today … [and] underscores[s]
what’s lost when one group - be it one gender, race or religion - gets to write the history for all.” (The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution).
Sound intriguing? Find out more! Join us for our next meeting on Friday April 9th at 7 pm on the Zoom
platform. The discussion promises to be lively and thought provoking. The fellowship promises to be warm
and welcoming. Come and see! If you would like to be part of our discussion, please send Wendy your email
address so she can include you in the Zoom invitation.
If you can’t make it for our April meeting, but would like to read ahead for May, we will be reading “Women
Rowing North” by Mary Piper. If you have any questions about the group or the books, please contact Wendy
Bowers at fitwits@cox.net or call/text 860-478-0685.
Hope to see you on April 9th, and, as always, happy reading!

Emmaus News
As many of you likely know, Emmaus Weekend #62, originally scheduled for May 1-3, 2020 has been
postponed 3 times with dates yet to be determined. Cassandra Pease is the Rector for the weekend and has
graciously agreed to continue rallying the longest lasting team in Emmaus history. It is her hope that she can
retain the majority of the team and with God’s guidance add a few more to the team.
In lieu of team meetings, we have held some ZOOM meetings and a couple of socially distanced get-togethers.
Now that the weather is getting nice again, we are hoping to go on a hike on April 10 th or 11th. In addition, we
hope to have an outdoor Emmaus reunion the end of May or beginning of June. Both of these activities will
include masks and social distancing. If you are the family of a current 8 th-12th grade student and are interested
in Emmaus, please contact Gayle Wilcox for additional information. All are welcome!

A HUGE HUH Thank You!
Happy Spring!!!! Many thanks to you all. Heads Up! Hartford has been blessed by the support of this church
for 17 years! We have sent volunteers to camp for all those years. Our congregation has provided volunteers,
Board of Director members, even a Longtime Chairperson. Our youth have benefitted immeasurably from this
nonprofit camp. We have had “Two East Granby kids” become the camp Director for multiple years, Nolan
Dionne and Julie McGarry. Julie is currently serving in that capacity.
HUH so appreciates the financial support, the moral support and the heartfelt prayers of all of you over the
years. We are grateful for those of you who participated in our Gathering of the Hearts fundraiser/auction
and Zoom get-together in March. Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! HUH depends on the generosity of folks
like EGCC to continue to serve in the community and promote youth leadership.
Camp is on for 2021!!! Last year the camp was completely virtual, not overnight. This year we will be a hybrid
camp with some safe, masked and socially distanced activities as well as some on-line activities. The 2021
camp dates are June 21st through June 27th. Details will follow in the May Beacon. If you have any questions
about HUH, please feel free to contact Gayle Wilcox. Blessings to you all for your continued support and
prayers!

East Granby Congregational Church Nursery School
A Licensed Preschool

Welcoming children from East Granby & neighboring towns
Registering now for the 2021-2022 school year
We offer classes for ages 32 months – 5 years
3 year olds (32 months+)
Tues & Thurs 9:30 to 12:00
____________________________________

4 & 5 year old options:
Mon/ Wed /Fri
9:30 to12:00 OR 8:45 to 12:00*
Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs/Fri
9:30 to 12:00 OR 8:45 to 12:00*
____________________________________________

*Enrichment Program for 4’s and 5’s

The 45 minute directed enrichment activity time is offered prior to the 9:30 a.m. arrival of the rest of the class. The
students benefit from extra individual or small group instruction and practice in the areas of Fine Motor, Math Concepts,
Pre Reading (literacy), & Writing and to build stamina for all day Kindergarten.
________________________________________________________________
Information and a Registration Form:
Lee LaRochelle, Director

egccns9@gmail.com
860-653-3913

Located at the intersection of Route 20 & Route 187, East Granby, CT 06026

OPEN HOUSE AND INFORMATION: 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
East Granby’s longest-running licensed preschool, East Granby Congregational Church Nursery
School, is now enrolling for our 52nd year! Our kindness-centered school features gentle
learning through play, following the CT Standards for Early Childhood Education, with our
half-day program from 9:30 a.m. to noon. To engage and nurture children, we provide a
balance of freedom and instruction. Cooperation and communication skills are fostered in our
indoor and outdoor classroom spaces, with centers designed to explore and engage. We offer
hands-on learning, literacy, and number concepts focused on our theme of the week; and our
days include stories, music, art, yoga, French, games, guest visitors (COVID permitting), and
lots of love.
Three-year-olds may enroll in our two-day program starting at 32 months of age; four and fiveyear-olds may enroll either for three days per week or attend our full-week program. While all
our four and five-year-olds leave our program emotionally and academically prepared for
kindergarten, we do offer fours and fives the option of 45 minutes of
additional academic enrichment time in the mornings before the other students arrive.
We are closely following guidance from the CDC, as well as state and local officials and health
authorities, to maintain a safe and healthy school environment. This year, because of COVID19 safety precautions, we will be making individual arrangements for Zoom sessions or inperson tours of our school.
Would you like to know more? Please email us at EGCCNS9@gmail.com or call at
(860) 653-3913 (email preferred), and we’ll be happy to set up a time to chat! Please also visit
our website, https://www.egchurch.org/egcc-nursery-school, and our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/EGCCNS, to learn more.
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year is open through April 30th.
We hope to hear from you soon!
Lee LaRochelle, Director/Teacher
Suzanne Richardson-White, Teacher
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Ministry Chairperson(s)

Pastor:
Pastoral Care:
Christian Education Director:
Sunday School Teacher:
Nursery Attendant:
Music Director:
Organist:
Administrative Assistant:

TBD
Rev. Dr. Sandra L Fischer
Leticia Soltero
Erin Schultheis
TBD
Mary Larew
Juliana Hall
Janet May

Elected Leaders
Moderator, Council Chair:
Vice-Moderator:
Treasurer:
Income Recorder:
Expenses Recorder:

Pamela Turner
Bill Bowers
Gene Wilmot
Dave Harrold
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Abundant Life:
Financial Resources:
Human Resources:
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Spiritual Formation:
Physical Resources:
Worship & Caring:

Gayle Wilcox
Karen Rhodes
Fran Pokorny
Adah Dionne
Judy Goff
Kate Boyer
Carl Pitney
Bill Hoerle
Thelma Wilmot

Key Church Communication Facts
Telephone:
Office Hours:
Email
Web Site
Donations

860-653-2987 or 860-653-4966 Fax: 860-653-8187
10:00 a.m. – 3 p.m. Tuesday – Friday
Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com
www.egchurch.org

Mail checks or click the donate icon on-line at www.egchurch.org

Beacon Information
The Beacon is published the 1st of each month by The East Granby Congregational Church (UCC).
Beacon Articles are due on the 24th day of the month for the next publication.
A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles and will be subject editing/formatting.
Articles should be sent to Janet using the Office email address Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
with a copy to egccwebmasterCC@egchuech.necoxmail.com

Meeting Information
EGCC Ministry meetings are held on the 1st Monday of each month.
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month.
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend.

Volunteer Opportunities / Contacts
Sunday Sanctuary Flowers:
On-line form www.egchurch.org/flower-donations
Sunday Worship Teams
Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters
On-line form https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bREwXvpbqu0amK1fKm23AXS7ByCsb3_8_EmrrBI7mgk/edit?usp=sharing
Contact Bridget Bortz / Thelma Wilmot
Tech Team Audio / Visual Support
Sanctuary Sound / Camera / Web-Streaming

